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In service today with DELTA, the Navy SEALs, FBI, Special 
Forces, and the best SWAT units on earth, TCI's Liberator™ 

II Fleadsets andiTCI Comm systems are are fast becoming 
the world standard in letfwhentfronmerit communications! 

TCI manufactures a superb line of high-quality MIL-SPEC 
Tactical Headsets, custom communication "solutions", state of the art digi¬ 
tal hearing protection, covert communication kits & top-quality TACT- 
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in existence, TCI Tactical Headsets and Push-To-Talk (PTT) options are 
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design and use the products themselves, TCI has an extensive product 
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revolutionized weapons cleaning! It is the sys- worldwide! See the entire line at a dealer near 
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U.S. ARMY SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
IN AFGHANISTAN 

by Charles H. Briscoe, Richard L Kiper, 
James A. Schroder, and Kalev l. Sepp 
This book chronicles the “boots on the 

ground” actions by U.S. 
Army Special Operations 
Command from 
September 11,2001, 
until May 15,2002. The 
authors’ mission was 
clean to write an 
account of what Army 
Special Operations sol¬ 
diers did in Afghanistan during those first 
critical months and to make the book easy 
for the American public to understand. 8 
1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus., 434 pp. 
#S0AFG $40.00 



SURVIVAL DRIVING 

Staying Alive on the World’s Most 
Dangerous Roads 
by Robert H. Deatherage Jr. 

Using his 20+ years of antiterrorism 

experience in Special 
Forces and the private 
sector, Deatherage 
teaches you how to 
drive like a pro in 
high-risk areas. Learn 
how to reinforce your 
car to withstand 
attack; flawlessly exe- 
J»T "X cute evasive maneuvers; react 
instantly to an IED, ramming, drive- 
by shooting or overrun attack; spot and 
elude surveillance teams; and more. 81/2 
x 11, softcover, photos, illus., 160 pp. 
#S.DRIVE $22.00 




WEAPONS EVALUATIONS FOR THE 
ARMED PROFESSIONAL AND 
ADVANCED COLLECTOR 

by Alan C. Paulson 

A sweeping expert 
analysis of cutting- 
edge handguns, 
shotguns, tactical 
carbines, sniper 
rifles and .50 cal¬ 
ibers being fielded 
today by elite 
troops, police tacti¬ 
cal teams and intelligence opera¬ 
tives. Vital information for end users, tac¬ 
ticians and researchers. 81/2x11, soft- 
cover, photos, 382 pp. #WEAP $40.00 


SCIENTIFIC SELF-DEFENCE 

by W.E. Fairbaim 

W.E. Fairbaim’s highly sought, legendary 
hand-to-hand combat manual is finally 
available again. The 
author’s techniques 
for dealing with 
armed assailants, 
defending against 
holds, using the club 
and walking stick for 
self-defense and 
other areas of close- 
have had an extraordi¬ 
nary influence on the development 
of the combat arts. 51/2x81/2, softcov¬ 
er, photos, 182 pp. #$SD $20.00 




THE BRUTAL ART OF RIPPING, 
POKING, AND PRESSING 
VITAL TARGETS 

by Loren W. Christensen 
The ripping, poking, pinching and press¬ 
ing techniques in this 
book emphasize 
quick, vicious deliv¬ 
ery to the eyes, 
throat, ears, groin, 
nerve points and 
other acutely vulner¬ 
able targets on the 
human body. These 
techniques are simple, they hurt 
like hell and they work in close-in fight¬ 
ing. 51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, 284 
pp. #BRUTAL $25.00 



UNDER THE GUN 

Fundamentals of Handgun Disarming 
by James Miller 

In this DVD and manual package, James Miller, 
a black belt and former cop who spent 17 years 
— ''WAT team, presents 
simple, straightfor¬ 
ward techniques 
that could save your 
life. With the dire 
consequences of 
failure in mind, 

Miller outlines a 

_~ep formula to deal 

with attacks from the front and rear, 
while you are armed with a knife or gun 
and while unarmed. 75-min. color DVD; 96-pg., 
51/2x81/2 softcover book. #UTG.SET $47.95 


ALL-IN FIGHTING 

by Capt W.E . Fairbaim 
This 1942 classic is finally available in its 
original, all-inclusive British version. AINn 
Fighting, published in 
the U.S. with the title 
Get Tough, was written 
to introduce soldiers 
and civilians alike to the 
realities of close com¬ 
bat. Featuring the same 
no-holds-barred infor¬ 
mation as Get Tough, 
but with an expanded introduction and a 
section on rifle and bayonet fighting, AIFIn 
Fighting covers strikes, holds, releases and 
more, 51/2x81/2, softcover, illus., 130 pp. 
#AIF $15.00 


FIRE AND MOVEMENT 

Bargain-Basement Warfare 
in the Far East 
by Jac Weller 

Written during the war 
against communist 
guerrillas in Vietnam, 
this book has much to 
teach about fighting 
insurgents in Iraq and 
Afghanistan today. For 
anyone who wants to 
understand the basic 
military and political principles of combat¬ 
ing irregular forces, this classic book is 
essential reading. 51/2x8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, 268 pp. #FAM $25.00 
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THE COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO LOCKPICKING 

by Eddie the Wire 

Learn how to open all kinds of locks, 
plus how to thwart 
tampering with 
locks to protect 
your valuables. This 
book is intended for 
legal entry only, but 
you’ll gain confi¬ 
dence knowing that 
you can get in 
through any door 
without a key! For academic study only 
51/2x81/2, softcover, illus., 80 pp. 
#GD.LP $14.95 


THE QUICK AND DIRTY GUIDE 
TO LEARNING LANGUAGES FAST 

by AG. Hawke 

This workbook was designed for people who 
need to learn a foreign 
language fast and who 
don’t want to learn 
complicated grammar 
rules. The author, a 
Green Beret who is mil¬ 
itary-certified in seven 
languages, promises 
that his unique method 
can help anyone 
bebome functional in any language in seven 
days and proficient in 30! This book contains 
no fluff - it’s all action. 51/2x81/2, soft- 
cover, 176 pp. #QD $20.00 


FAST 


SPEAK UKE A NATIVE 

Professional Secrets for 
Mastering Foreign Languages 
by Michael D. Janlch 

This is a distillation of 
the techniques used by 
professional linguists 
from the Defense 
Language Institute, State 
Kjfjji Department, CIA,NSA 
and other government 
'jpBfca/ . - agencies. It Includes the 
V Li 10 rules for establishing 

and achieving your 

goals, the author’s unique 12-step process 
for accelerating your learning and 50 proven 
tips favored by the pros. 51/2x81/2, soft- 
cover, photos, 136 pp. #SLN $19.00 


THE I.D. MASTER 

Little Known Tactics of 
identity Change Professionals 
by John G. Newman 

In this book you will 
discover how to use 
name-change laws to 
your advantage; create 
a usable Social Security 
number, obtain a 
’’delayed’* birth certifi¬ 
cate in any name you 
want; pass background 
investigations with a 
new identity; create an education history 
complete with real transcripts; and much 
more. For academic study only 81/2 x 11, 
softcover, 130 pp. #fDM $19,95 


THE ULTIMATE SNIPER 

An Advanced Training Manual for Military and Police Snipers 
Updated and Expanded • by Maj. John L, Plaster (USAR , Ret.) 


John Piaster’s classic book has been updated and expanded for 21st-century military 
and police snipers. This new edition includes the latest info on sniper rifles, scopes, 
ammo and gear; combat tactics and “lessons learned” from Iraq and Afghanistan; ballis¬ 
tics and trajectory data; evolving technotogies; sniper training programs; and more. 81/2 
x 11, softcover, photos, illus., 584 pp. #ULTt.2 $49.95 
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Vote For The 

Pro-Gun 

Candidates 

In Your State. 


Log on to www.orgila.org 
to find out the candidates 
the NRA recommends. i 


“Don’t come sniveling to me when 
they come take your guns and you 
tell me you didn’t have time to vote.” 

Robert K. Brown, Editor/Publisher 
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M Canadian Snipers in Afghanistan 

My son became one of your subscribers 
last year and sends me his copies when he has 
read them. It is nice to see positive well-written articles about what the 
troops in both of our countries and those of our Allies are doing to try 
and keep us safe. I can only imagine how proud the troops feel when 
they see the support and thanks mentioned in the SOF articles. 

In Canada we see few positive publications about the efforts of our 
troops in Afghanistan, let alone showing support and thanks for what 
they are doing. But in Maclean's Magazine dated 15 May 2006 there was 
an article by Michael Friscolanti called “We were abandoned,” it was 
about the Canadian Sniper Team that supported U.S. troops during Op¬ 
eration Anaconda in the Shahikot Valley of Afghanistan in 2002. As you 
will remember during this operation the Team in question were recom¬ 
mended for the Bronze Star by their American commanders “for heroism 
on the battlefield.” Unfortunately all of the good things the Team did 
were washed away by unsupported accusations of desecrating an enemy 
corpse. The way the team was treated by the National Investigation Ser¬ 
vice and Canadian Military is hard to believe. This treatment has caused 
three of the Team to leave the Canadian Military, destroying the hopes, 
dreams and mental well being of the Team Leader. 

If you have an opportunity to read this article, you would find it very 
worthwhile. 

You have a great magazine! 


Dennis Blake 


SOF Website 

Two comments: 1) I 
like the current look of 
the website a lot better 
than those of the past; 
2) I think SOF is get¬ 
ting better all the time. 
Great stories, news, 
commentaries. Now... 
If yoi^ could just put it 
out twice a month] 

Dan L. Bayes 
Hillsboro, TX 


Dan: ISianksfor the kind words..<but, once a month is quiet enough, 
thank you very much Don't forget to yote... regards, 

LLCol Robert K. Brown, USAR (Ret.) 

Editor/Publisher ; Soldier of Fortune Magazine 




Psy War 

Thank you for printing SSG Jack Lewis 1 piece, “P$f War” 
in the February 2006 issue. It is one of the best-written 
stories I’ve seen in SOF. I encourage you to seek more from 
this author, and we all should look forward to his book. 

Mike Fogarty 

San Francisco 

Yeh, we like his work, too i You’ll be pleased to know the 
book Operation Homecoming is now in print, and available 
from Random House (ISBN 1-4000-6562-3 @ $ 26.95 X For 
more information on the book project, go to www.Optera- 
tionHomecoming.gov . But don't get the book if you have 
anything else planned for the day it will arrive. It tell$ the 
human side of the sandbox wars like noqther has thus far, 
and you won't he putting it down. ► 


Subject: “Respect tor 
Service” by LIC Drenkowski 

LTC Drenowski’s article hit the nail -1 
on the head and I have an answer as to 
why the Corps is different. The Corps has 
an institutional memory. The honored tradi- 
tions of Corps provide the very last reason for a warrior to 
struggle on when all other reasons have failed. I can not speak 
to the Army’s failings but I sure as hell know the Air Force’s. 

The Air Force has no respect for history. There is only lim¬ 
ited leadership and lip service to core values. This is due to 
the fact that the Air Force primarily consists of support per¬ 
sonnel. No matter how close to the “tip of spear” they claim to 
be, the reality is of air conditioned offices and safe flightlines. 
They have no understanding of warrior values and events that 
forge such men. 

When people ask if I served in the military, I always tell 
them no -1 vacationed in the Air Force for six years instead. If 
I could go back and change that, I would. 


MB 


Narines! 

LTC Dana Drenkowski, USAR, hit the nail on the head. I 
was Army for a short time in 1969.1 learned then Marines do 
it better. Since that time, I have continued to observe and learn 
Marines do it better. I am an aerospace R&D engineer and 
had the privilege to work on DoD combat survivability 
engineering research projects. Every time the Marines were 
involved, the Marines did everything better. I have several 
friends who are Marines, some close, and know all Marines 
do it better. And finally, when 1 and a very close companion 
helped with Marine recruiting at Tucson gun shows for a 
few years, I saw the Golden Hearts and Souls of Marines! 

As a retired Marine Colonel once told me, with a small 
tear in the corner of his eye, “We know the value of life, 
ALL life.” 

Semper Fi from a former Army guy, 

Milton Schick 
President/CEO 
Infinite Space Systems, Inc. 

Congratulations 

Bob; Congratulations on “30 years of raising hell for free¬ 
dom!” Who would have guessed when we were fighting the 
good fight back in Thu Due, that the S2 for 2/18 would be pub¬ 
lishing for over 30 years. Hope this finds you in good health. 


| national endowment fob 


OPERATION 

HOMECOMING 


THE A«T5 I 
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John Kelleher (advisor Thu Due Diocc) 

San Francisco 

John: Hearing from you is great...about 
knocked my socks off...will make a point of getting 
to S.F. so we can chew the fat... what are you do¬ 
ing? What happened in Thu Due after I left? What 
have you been doing for 30 years? I recently got a 
letter from Sinton , one of the lads with the Radio 
Research project or what ever it was named. 

Lt.Col. Robert K. Brown , USAR (Ret.) 

Editor/Publisher 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine ^ 
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Bearing 
the narup- 
|hke and call 
sign of legendary 
Navy SEAL Paul 
BasaJ this Knife is tie 
new choieSdf agetatianal 
warriori throughout ±be 
globe! DesigfVftd bv Basal with 
the Deck figs design chief, it fea¬ 
tures bfl. the ethical items for a "K 
ModdPH S0ee-Ops knife. The Shadow 
offers aft extended blade length for pene- — 
trating Comrmbloc frag vests with an accel- " 
erated|;S|parpointtp and sharpened foretip for 
maximum penetration. The top edge features a 
bone ffteakbr and a radical, self-cleaning 
BI^StBip^saw far carving survival notches in spears 
and anchoring notches for detonation cord. A pat pend. 

BarbSnap™ cutter allows for rapid notching and snapping of 
interdiction wires in entry ops. An abbreviated top-hilt/bottle 
opener works with a new serrated palmstop, allowing for a reverse 
flip with an astonishing six linear inches of surface area! The 
Shadow features a corrosion resistant finish designed to take the 
saltWatei'imcftefsion often involved in SEAL operations. The handle is made 
.ftfa lowdilNjJpgter, bightdnsilepramid composite that is impervious to every- 
“■jfig froriT avfatjpnt&el tof ATftapda tody fluids. The handle is thinner and wider 
greaKr mechanical advantage with deep finger grooves orienting the hlade , 
axiS of the knife in the hand and dramatically increasing effective grip surface. 

A prominent Whiptok™ jinger notsi provides an axis point for hacking as well as 200 
degrees of gdp are®, ideal with wefih&ids or when using glovdf. The handles are field 


HE WORLDS PREMIER 
BATTLE"*"-" 


ble to blend with woodland, desert or black camo schemes. Quartz 
impregnated inserts provide extreme circumstances grip enhancement and 
ar^ replaceable should decontamination be required. The Basal Shadow 
utilizes the same CTV2 Blade Steel and OtyoHardening techniques as the 
StratoFighter Folders! The hilts do not protrude forward effectively 
reducing the length of the blade. Hollow grinding lends to greater 
cutting and slashing effectiveness. Deep blood grooves keep the 
weight of the fulf .250 inch thick blade properly balanced in the 
hand. The black Titanium CarboNitride (TiCN) vacuum 
deposited finish is designed to shed the micro- 
fine airborne sand of 
Middle-Eastern deserts. 

MEET NAVY SEAL 
PAUL BASAL 

In Dark Operations around the globe, 
Navy SEAL Paul Basal has served his 
country with tftstinction. As a train¬ 
er for Naval Special Warfare, his 
techniques are tgught to the 
most elite warriors in the 
World. Check out his 
amazing new fixed 
blade fighter, the 
Basel Shadow™- 
aiTd meet this 
American Hero 
at upcoming 
events. 
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4 Sgt. Daniel Dunlap, from the Military Integrated Transitional Team, 101st ABN, 
gets familiar with the operation of a PK3 9mm sub-machine gun during a live-fire 
exercise at FOB Dagger, near Tikrit, Iraq. Photo: l/.S. Army by SSG Russell Lee Klika 


► A B-17G Flying Fortress of 
the Lone Star Flight Museum 
in Galveston, flies formation 
with a B-52 Stratofortress 
from the 2nd Bomb Wing at 
the 2006 Defenders of Liberty 
Airshow at Barksdale AFB, 
Louisiana. This was the first 
time in history these two For¬ 
tresses ever flew formation 
together. Photo: USAF by MSG 
Michael A. Kaplan 


Support the Grand Gals Who Support Our Troops! 

Grand Gal No. 1: 

Laura Brown, of Cody, Wyoming has been hand-making necklaces, 
which she sells, and holding raffles of donated prizes to gather laptops 
with webcams, which she places with cooperating GI medical facilities 
such as Walter Reed and Balboa Naval Hospital. Her own son returned 
safely home from the war, but this Grand Gal whose smile lights up the 
southern half of Wyoming has dedicated herself to helping those return¬ 
ing troops who have a layover in the hospital before they are finally 
home. 

You can contact Laura Brown, or mail a tax-deductible donation of 
cash, a refurbished laptop, or computer games at 1526 19th St., Cody, 
WY 82414; phone: 307-587-9371; or via email to ohiobuckeyesfan@ 
bresnan.net. 

Or, if you want to see that famous smile, check out the website at: 

www.laptopsforthewounded.com as it has lot of good stuff, and 
links to other selfless helpers. 

Grand Gal No. 2: 

Mary Harper, of Belleview, Florida operates Operation Shoebox, 
which specializes in sending snacks, much-needed personal care items 
and lots of loving support to the troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. And she 
helps guide others who want to do the same and needs a little advice. 
Operation Shoebox is also registered as a non-profit, so you can easily 
send her outfit a tax-deductible donation to help them with postage. You 
can contact her at EO. Box 1465, Belleview, Florida, 34421; phone: 352- 
553-9362. Check out her web site at www.operationshoebox.com 
for a world-class selection of gorgeous troop pictures and many links to 
the like-minded. 


Grand Gal No. 3: 

Meet Jeanette Cram, another good-lookin' Mamma with a world-class 
siqile, affectionately known among her beneficiaries as The Cookie Lady. 
And, having served more than 67,000 it’s not an honoraryJtille. I winder 
if Guinness knows about her? At any rate, this no-bull sweetheart may 
well be the reigning expert on making, baking and getting cookies to 
the troops, and her web site is" a mine of information on how to do it 
efficiently and what else to chuck in the box that the troops really can 
use... and whereto get it for free from lqpaj. medical professionals, how 
lo do the customs forms and etc. 

Check Out her web sft^ at www.TreatTheTVoops.org' for in¬ 
formation that ^orjs, links; to the usual suspects, and, of course, 
a^geek at that world-class smile. You can email her at cookielady® 
TVeatTheTroops.org or send some tax-deductible help (her postage 
is running a thousand bucks a month) to Jeanette ttam, 22 Wing Shell 
Lane? Hilton Head, South Carolina 29926, If you phone (843-682-3783) 
remember you may be taking her away from the mixing bowl when fhe’s 
working on preparing the second batch of lp0,000 cookies. 
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▲ Ride On! At this summer’s Disabled American Veter¬ 
ans (DAV) national convention in Chicago, Harley-David- 
son announced a $1 million gift from the Harley-Davidson 
Foundation, Inc. to the DAV in support of the services 
DAV provides to America’s veterans. 

The gift extends the Company’s long-standing relation¬ 
ship with the military, which goes as far back as World 
War I when the company produced more than 20,000 mo¬ 
torcycles for the war effort. During World War II, Harley- 
Davidson shifted its entire production to military support 
and the Motor Company received five coveted Army-Navy 
“E” Awards for excellence in wartime production. 

Here, Arthur H. Wilson (right), national adjunct and 
CEO of the DAV accepts the check from Jim Ziemer (left), 
Harley-Davidson, Inc. president and CEO, on behalf of 
the Harley-Davidson Foundation, Jnc. to help bolster the 
support the DAY provides to nearly 1.3 million disabled 
American veterans. 
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“We have increased funding for harder The company execs gathered their 
security by 66 percent, and expanded the electronic geeks and asked them to 

BP from about 9,000 to 12,000 agents . figure out a program that sounded bet- 

By the end of 2008, we will increase the ter than that of the competition. The 

number of BP officers by an additional Washington Post researched their high 

6,000 - doubling the size of the BP since tech proposals. 

the President took office. At the same Northorp decided that military tech¬ 
time, we will construct high-tech fences noiogy, including drones, would keep 

in urban corridors and build new patrol out all the illegal aliens. The Global 

roads and barriers in rural areas. We Hawk Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) 

will create a virtual fence that employs would scan large areas and the Killer- 

motion sensors, infrared cameras, and Bee would hone in on intruders in low 

unmanned aerial vehicles to detect and altitudes and specific target areas. 

prevent illegal crossings. f> -Office of the Ericsson rejected the Star Wars 
AJ.S. President idea and wants to give all the Border 

Patrol (BP) agents their wireless video 
The Administration figured that equipped cell phones so they can go 
much out, but they couldn’t quite fig- post haste for the chase. Tall towers 
ure out how to do it. So they set the lining the border would provide border 
multibiflion-dollar program up for surveillance. 

grabs. Lockheed wanted to put unmanned 

They got the usual takers. blimps in the skies with electronic 


devices th$| detect die Intruders, 
The agent would launch a paper-air- 
plane-like UAV to survey the area afid 
Predator drones and tethered balloons 
would fly above the personal UAVs. 

Boeing also wanted hundreds of spy 
towers along the border and agents 
floating miniature Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (UAV) flying from the back 
of their trucks as the agents race down 
the roads chasing illegals. 

And Raytheon wanted the agents to 
get addicted to one more gadget, as they 
chase druggies in their trucks—Google 
Earth. A satellite powered screen in 
each vehicle would detect illegals in 
the vast desert and mountainous bor¬ 
der. 

And of course, all would love to pro¬ 
vide contractors for big bucks to help 
or replace the Border Patrol Agents. 
STOP PRESS: And the winner is Boeing. 
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So What’s New and 
Going to Cost More? 

We queried two Texas icons that had 
survived years of the Var zone’ at the 
U.S.-Mexico Border and had suffered 
through Washington’s ordained fences, 
both real and virtual, all a flop. 

The two lean, towering, rugged Tex¬ 
ans are personifications of the Ameri¬ 
can ‘true grit’ that Hollywood tried 
to capture in the movies of the Wild, 
Wild West. 

Joaquin Jackson is a charmingly 
rough and tumble, no bull spokesman 
who served nine years as a State Troop¬ 
er and is a twenty-seven veteran of the 
legendary Texas Rangers (1966-1993). 
Sporting his traditional trademark cow¬ 
boy hat and boots, he proudly carries a 
bit of Texas with him and symbolizes 
America at the height of its untamed 
glory. 

That’s part of why Nick Nolte mod¬ 
eled his lead role in the movie Extreme 
Prejudice on Jackson’s colorful charac¬ 
ter. 

Jackson describes the centuries old 
tradition of the Rangers’ in his book 
One Ranger as “partisans out for blood 
for as long as it took to get it or die 

trying'’. 

Chief J. William Carter is a thirty- 
year veteran of the BP who served as 
Chief and Deputy Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner. Chief Carter, looking like the 
hard charging Washington pro he is, 
has learned to navigate the political 
game after years of experience with 
lobbying Congress. 

For four decades, the two law en¬ 
forcement officials had witnessed and 
endured towers, UAV, blimps, cameras, 
and other new fangled gizmos. 

Funnel the Illegal Aliens 
Alnng the Fences 

We started out by asking Robert K. 
Brown, Soldier of Fortune magazine 
publisher’s pressing question: 

“Why can’t we build a physical fence 
along the 2000 mile border, why settle 
for just a virtual border?” 

“We can get by with a high tech Vir¬ 
tual fence’, but I think a physical bar¬ 
rier is better,” Carter seemed to agree. 

“We’ve got triple fencing in San 
Diego and it worked. Other fences are 
scattered along the border. 

“You pick a major port of entry, you 
decide how far east and west you need 
to go with fencing. Then you decide on 


heavy crossing areas like Eagle Pass, El 
Paso, Del Rio, and Laredo. If you have 
25 miles of fence that they can’t pen¬ 
etrate, you sit at the end of each fence. 

“You fence each side of the river 
area so BP can sensor and that pins the 
illegal aliens down to a small area. 

Leave the Hnle in the Fence Alnne 

“When I was in the BP,” Carter rem- 
inised, “there were holes in one bor¬ 
der fence that illegal immigrants were 
constantly perpetrating. We got some 
money at headquarters for the fence 
repair and we got all excited. 

“We always got excited when funds 
were promised, because we never have 
money,” Jackson piped in. 

“’We don’t want it’, the BP chief told 
us,” Carter continued . 

Surprised, we asked him ‘why?’ 

“Because that’s where the illegals are 
coming in,” he said. “We know where 
the hole is, so we are going to be sitting 
there waiting for them.” 

Its a Horse, Nn, Its a 
Person, Nn, Its a Cnw? 

‘“Virtual fence’ technology has been 
around for a long time, detecting il¬ 
legal immigrants and drug smugglers. 
It started in 1972 in the Yuma Sector 
when we received Vietnam era seismic 
sensors,” Carter said. 

“Problem is, they didn’t tell you 
anything other than ‘it’ crossed. Is Tt’ 
a horse, a person, a cow? Technology 
in place today literally tells you, there 
are three people and six cows, and one 
vehicle,” Carter said. 

By 2000, 13,000 sensors were de¬ 
ployed countrywide, according to the 
Social Science Research Council. The 
motion and seismic sensors can detect 
motion and heat within a 50-foot radius 
and the metal sensors have a 250-foot 
range. Remotely controlled video cam¬ 
eras that have a five mile radius were 
also used so that BP agents could de¬ 
tect clandestine entries, train cameras 
on illegal immigrants and smugglers, 
count the number of the intruders, and 
detect any weapons they might be car¬ 
rying. 

The problem is that by late 2005, 
the Integrated Surveillance Intelligence 
System had been deployed along only 
4% of the border, with 10,500 sensors 
operative. The sensors were sensitive 
to various weather conditions and they 
still can’t tell the difference between 
animals and humans. 


Agents wasted their time on goose 
chases, and animals were counted as 
well as illegal immigrants. 

‘Fat Albert’, A Big 
Unmanned Spy Balloon 

“And we’ve had Aerostat technol¬ 
ogy—the Tethered Aerostat Radar 
System, for years. It’s a big unmanned 
helium balloon with radar equipment 
twice the size of the Goodyear Blimp. 
It tethers from the ground by a cable, 
hovers up to 15,000 feet and monitor 
any movement up to 150 miles away,” 
Jackson said. 

“U.S Senator Dennis DeConcini 
Ariz (D) got appropriations to put up 
twelve or fifteen of them from San Di¬ 
ego to Brownville Texas, several hun¬ 
dred miles apart and to be deployed in 
different stages. He had subcontractors 
working on those things and he was 
raking in a bundle for his campaigns 
on that deal. 

“When Customs got that thing, I 
heard that they cost $15 million per 
aerostat. 

Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) 
exposed the Senator in 1993, and put 
a price of $18 million on each aerostat. 
Parry and Romani, a company closely 
tied to Sen. DeConcini lobbied for four 
new aerostats. The company’s client, a 
company called TCOM, in turn Svon 
the lion’s share of the contract, worth 
more than $100 million’. 

The Newscast ripped into the Sen¬ 
ator’s claims that “that radar system 
detects anything that is moving, all the 
way from Florida to San Diego” and 
that the Fat Alberts were up 70% of the 
time, claiming that 40% was more like 
it. The Federation of American Scien¬ 
tists said that the balloons were up an 


H. JOA^UI* JACKSON 
AND 
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TAKE A VISIT TO THE WILD SOUTHWEST WITH A TEXAS RANGER "The folks who might want to buy a copy 
of' One Ranger’ can do so through me on the internet, at www.oneranger.org, they can get a personal auto¬ 
graphed copy and use a credit card to order. Books are $28.00 which includes shipping, ’’-Joaquin Jackson. 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! • www.snfmag.com - soldigr of fortune ^ 
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Even though elite tactical teams declare 
a mission successful when objectives are 
met and no shots are fired, nothing is more 
important to them than a firearm that functions 
reliably. For that reason, Springfield Armory is 
the choice of professionals from Guantico to 
locations classified. Whatever the reasons 
for your 1911 clearing the holster, 
your demand for reliability should be 
equal to that of the pros. 

Demand Springfield Armory. 
springfieldarmory.com 
800-680-6866 


Springfield Custom Professional Light Rail, 
currently on duty with the FBI Hostage 
Rescue Team and regional SWAT teams. 
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Staff. Sgt. Brian Lavigne checks the aerostat’s internal gear 
while the balloon is anchored on the pad. Contractors handle 
daily operations at the pads — Lavigne reviews their work. 


average of 59% of the time. 

Let’s Make Sure the 
Druggies Set Away 

“The big problem with the balloon 
was that those bastards in Washing¬ 
ton were sitting up there and couldn’t 
figure out how to use the intercepts 
to pick up ground traffic. Where they 
placed the intercepts drives you crazy,” 
Jackson said in disgust. 

“I called the whole aerostat program 
a joke,” Jackson, who shoves political 
correctness aside with his big boots, 
said. 

“When they first were installed, 
the U.S. Customs operated them to 
pick up incoming aircraft from Mexico 
which would be potential drug smug¬ 
glers. Their operation went like this: 
they would call Sacremento, Calif., 
U.S. Customs headquarters, then Cali¬ 
fornia would call U.S. Customs sector 
in Houston, Texas, who would call air 
intercept for the Marfa area which was 
in San Angelo, Texas , some 300 air 
miles from the Border, meaning the Rio 
Grande, or as the Mexicans call it the 
‘Rio Bravo’. 

“The aerostat is North and West of 
the river some 30 to 50 miles depend¬ 
ing on the direction, positioned so air 
intercept could react to the call in San 
Angelo in time. But the fastest aircraft 
they had at the time was a King-Air 
twin engine with cruising speed of 
about 300 mph. By the time the inter¬ 
ceptor arrived, the smuggler air craft 
would have flown into the U.S. to a 
clandestine strip on some ranch or 


a deserted farm, off load their 
drugs, marijuana or cocaine, and 
be back into Mexico before the 
intercept arrived. 

“The solution would have 
been simple—they should have 
put the aircraft in Fort Stockton, 
close enough to intercept the 
druggies, and they should have 
called Houston directly instead 
of going around in circles. The 
druggies figured out right away 
that they were safe from Cus¬ 
tom’s flopped policy. 

“They never picked up any one 
like that to this day, maybe one 
light aircraft with 4-500 pounds 
of marijuana that crashed up in 
New Jersey or somewhere like 
that,” the Ranger said fatalisti¬ 
cally. 

Now You See It, Now You Don’t 

“The aerostats were doomed 
for failure,” Carter said. “The 
slightest wind in the desert 
brings it down. 

“You see it down more than you 
see it up. The thing is up, its down. 
The smugglers illegal aliens, or drugs 
smugglers know when its up. 

“They cranked them up, then pulled 
them down in poor weather condi¬ 
tions. 

In Cudjoe Key Florida, Fat Albert 
broke away during bad weather in 
1984. A navy jet had to shoot the wild 
Fat Albert down. 

In Marfa, high winds tore an aerostat 
into four pieces in January 1992. In Rio 
Grande City, strong winds snapped the 
tether of another. Repairs cost $ 1 mil¬ 
lion. In Eagle Pass, one broke free and 
crashed 40 miles away, according to PBS. 

Gold War Doondoggle 

The Pentagon had developed the 
aerostat design during the Cold War 
in 1969 when a Cuban pilot landed 
his fully-armed MiG at Homestead Air 
Force Base in Florida, PBS reported. 

No one had a clue that the pilot had 
infiltrated until he radioed the control 
tower, asking in Spanish for permis¬ 
sion to defect. An embarrassed DOD 
quickly ordered an aerostat to detect 
intruders. 

Drug traffickers flew low into U.S. 
territory because it was ‘cheap, easy, 
swift, and convenient’ and took advan¬ 
tage of unmonitored air space. While 
the Coast Guard and Customs Service 
were ill equipped to deal with the in¬ 
cursions, the military focused on the 
threat of high altitude, high speed So¬ 


viet bombers. 

The first anti-drug aerostat went up 
in 1985 at High Rock Grand Bahama 
Island. 

“The first one dedicated for Customs 
use was at Fort Huachuca, Arizona in 
1987,” Jackson said. “They are radar 
equipped to work with U.S. customs to 
detect air smuggling from Mexico. The 
Air force has them now.” 

The aerostat system that detected 
low flying aircraft was supposed to 
plug the holes in the detection system. 

But the holes just moved further 
west. 

“Fat Albert” Still Flies Over Marfa 

“Aerostats use the FLIR system at 
night. They could effectively install 
them in places like Marfa, that flat open 
country. 1 checked on the aerostat West 
of Marfa and it is still in operation and 
run by the Air Force. You could easily 
see people moving across that coun¬ 
try with the Forward-looking infrared 
cameras ( FLIR),” Jackson said. 

“FLIR are capable of scanning the 
horizon, making them a valuable tool 
inside of night stalker aircraft. 

Infrared thermal imaging de¬ 
vices make electronic images out of 
emissions of invisible heat. Unlike 
thermometers, which require direct 
physical contact, thermal-imaging de¬ 
vices such as the long range infrared 
“cameras” can “see” at a distance and 
precisely measure differences in heat. 
The thermal-imaging devices can see 
through rain, snow, fog, heavy cloud 
cover, and at night. It can see through 
oil, coolants, large bodies of water, 
buildings, and even through the sur¬ 
face of the earth. 

An Infrared Camera Tells the Truth 

One enlisted man involved in spot¬ 
ting illegal aliens at Ft. Huachuca owes 
his freedom to an infrared camera. 
When one of his apprehensions includ¬ 
ed three females, two of the females ac¬ 
cused the trooper of raping them. Just 
as he was about to be convicted, he was 
saved by a videotape of the incident as 
recorded by an infrared camera aboard 
the aerostat. The recording proved that 
the enlisted man came no closer than 
two feet to the female illegal aliens. He 
was cleared of all charges. X 

NEXT: Chief Carter and Ranger 
Jackson tell us what they think of the 
deployment of the National Guard at the 
Southern Border ; and if they believe the 
border can be secured. 
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Enemy prisoners of war are rounded up on the 
streets of Faliujah. Tragicalfy few chose this op¬ 
tion. Photo: Courtesy LtCol Willard Buhl. USMC. 
via Sat. R.J. Mitchel, USMC 


In what historians are calling the U.S. Marines’ toughest fighting since the Battle of Hue, in November 2004 
the 1st Marine Division was a central player in the toe-to-toe, no-quarter contest to run the insurgents and foreign 
jihadists out of Fallujah. Central to that battle is the growing legend of “Hell House,” the still-emerging story of 
an unlikely looking charnel house where three Marines fought together with incredible courage and tenacity to 
get each other home alive. 
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Where Fallujah’s Fanatics and 
Foreign Fighters Fought To The Finish 
Part II 





























► The saga of First Sergeant Brad Kasai and men 
of the Thundering Third was first told in the May, 
2005 SOF. Now here’s the rest of the story of hero¬ 
ism in that knock-down, drag-out battle that re¬ 
sulted in more than one participant receiving the 
Marine Corps’ second-highest medal for valor. 
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L ast month we left a squad of Ma¬ 
rines from 3/1 Marines - the 
Thundering Third — just inside 
Hell House, duking it out with jihad- 
ists who had them outnumbered, 
outgunned and pined down as they 
entered a dark room where everyone 
fired simultaneously. 

“The guy in front of me was on 
my right side. I hred at him and he 
opened up on me. He had an AK. He 
shot me through my right leg and 
right wrist. The fire that hit me all 
came from the right side. As soon as 
that happened I knew we were in a 
shit sandwich.” 

Now disarmed, Staff Sgt. Chris 
Pruitt went outside to bring in the 
two Marines he had posted for flank 
security: One of them had a SAW. In¬ 
side the dark house, the two remain¬ 
ing Marines were blazing away at the 
insurgents illuminated in the muzzle 
blasts of their weapons. One of the 
jihadists was hit so many times his 
chest rig caught 
on fire. He kept 
coming until 
chopped down by 
a full mag of nine 
mil. 

Outside, Pruitt 
was rethinking 
his plan to bring 
the two flankers 
into the fight. One 
of them was al¬ 
ready shot by a ji- 
hadist firing from 
the roof and the 
Marine with the 
SAW was pinned 
down. Pruitt had 
run into a buzz 
saw. 

“Then the 
S.O.B. started 
shooting at me 
from the roof. 

He was behind 
a foot-or-higher 
wall on the roof,” 

Pruitt recalled. 

“I sprinted from 
right there to the gate, the whole time 
taking fire.” 

Pruitt made it outside the gate in 
time to see Lance Cpl. Alex Nicoll, 
Corporal Robert Joseph (“R.J.”) 


Mitchell, and 1st Sgt. Bradley Kasai 
heading his way. 

“I could see Nicoll 60 or 80 yards 
away from me, he was point. His eyes 
were all big. He was trying to figure 
out what was going on,” Pruitt says. 
Mitchell, Kasai, and a handful of Ma¬ 
rines were behind him. Kasai pulled 
Pruitt out of the line of fire and got a 
report on what was happening. 

The news was 
grim. Pruitt told 
him at least three 
Marines were 
inside the house 
with an unknown 
number of foreign 
fighters who knew 
how to fight. All 
of the Marines 
were probably 
hit, Pruitt said. 
Meanwhile Mitch¬ 
ell and Kasai gave 
him first aid. 

Mitchell radi¬ 
oed 1st Lt. Jesse 
Grapes what he 
found out from 
Pruitt. After a 
quick conference 
Mitchell and his 
fire team rushed 
through the same 
gate Pruitt had 
just stumbled 
out of to get help. 
Kasai went with 
them as a rifle¬ 
man. For a moment it was very quiet 
except for someone screaming in ag¬ 
ony. The Marines formed into a four- 
man stack and cautiously entered the 
house, Mitchell said. 


(above) A Navy Cross medal, the United States’ 
second-highest award for battlefield heroism, 
sits on a podium before a ceremony aboard 
Camp Pendleton, Calif., 28 July 2006. Minutes 
later, the Navy Cross was presented to former 
Marine Sgt. Robert J. Mitchell for his heroism 
during the battle for Faltujah, Iraq in November 
2004. Photo: USMC by Cpl. George Hruby 
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“We knew there was a casualty and 
we had to go in there and get him. I 
could see two doors and a stairwell. 
Beyond the second doorway I could 
see a Marine’s boots. Then we just 
headed inside,” Mitchell says. 

Kasai, with Nicoll covering his 
back, moved into the house and turned 
left, he said. The Marines started fan¬ 
ning out thru the house. 

To protect their rear, Kasai grabbed 
two unidentified young Marines who 
had showed up and directed them to 
lay security on the stairwell and keep 
it secure. Then he and Nicoll moved 
'across the room to the far doorway to 
search the room, Nicholl recalls. 

Almost immediately Kasai encoun¬ 
tered a jihadist. 

“I emptied 8-10 rounds into his 
chest before he finally went down and 
as he fell to the floor I noticed him 
still moving so I placed two more well 
aimed shots into his forehead to make 
sure.” Kasai says. 

Kasai then called out to the two 
Marines covering their rear. He got no 
response. They, for reasons unknown, 
had disappeared. He called again and 
got a response he did not expect: An 
insurgent opened up on full auto¬ 
matic with his AK-47 and ripped a 
burst across the back of both Marine’s 
legs. Kasai’s right leg was nearly sev¬ 
ered from his body and Nicoll’s leg 
was shattered to pieces below his left 
knee. Both men fell to the ground, 
Nicoll says. 

Meanwhile Mitchell and his partner 
had moved through the second room 
searching for the wounded Marines 
they knew were inside. They could 
see one of them lying on the floor to 
their immediate front. When Mitchell 
reached his side he discovered several 
more Marines in the room he was un¬ 
aware of, he recalls. 


“It was Carlisle lying on the floor. 
He was lying face down and was 
bleeding from his leg. I started to ap¬ 
ply direct pressure to stop the bleed¬ 
ing. I felt his bones shift. He screamed 
and I stopped. 1 was afraid I would 
do more damage and cause him more 
pain.” Mitchell recounted. 

“That is when I think I heard Nicoll 
and First Sergeant get hit. Shooting 
was going on everywhere. Somebody 
fired an AK and I 
heard a scream. I 
think it was Nicoll 
screaming in pain 
although I am not 
100 percent sure. I 
decided to go back 
to where Kasai and 
Nicoll were,” Mitch¬ 
ell recounted. 

Nicoll said he nev¬ 
er understood where 
the burst of fire came 
from that took them 
out. All he knows is 
that one second he 
was standing and the 
next he was laying 
on the floor. Kasai 
was lying next to 
him. Both men start¬ 
ed crawling towards 
the cover of the little 
room off to the left, 
they said. They knew 
they had to get out of 
the line of fire or die, 
he said. 

“As rounds were 
still impacting all 
around as I laid 
there I started crawl¬ 
ing inside of the 
room I just cleared 
in order to find some 
cover,” Kasai recalls. 


“Lance Cpl. Nicoll then fell inside the 
doorway and I looked back and saw 
rounds still impacting around him 
and then he winced and grabbed his 
stomach and I saw blood coming from 
between his fingers.” 

Kasai grabbed Nicoll and started 
dragging him toward the cover of the 
small room. Inside was the dead man 
Kasai had shot moments before. The 
corpse was still twitching, Kasai says. 



Then-Cpl. Robert J. Mitchell, of Omaha, Neb., talks with a Marine com¬ 
bat correspondent as he prepares to depart Iraq 24 November2004, less 
than two weeks after receiving his fourth battlefield wound in Fallujah 
during Operation Phantom Fury. Mitchell, a squad leader with 3rd Pla¬ 
toon, Company K, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, received most of 
these wounds during a close quarters fight for an insurgent stronghold 
where his deeds would later earn him a Navy Cross. Photo: USMC 
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Kimber 1911 pistols. Unequaled quality. 
Unprecedented performance. 

Kimber*’ builds the world’s finest production 1911 pistols. A bold statement, maybe, but backed 
by the actions of elite tactical law enforcement units, military forces and competition shooters. 

The Desert Warrior is modeled after the pistol selected by the Marine Detachment assigned to 
U.S. Special Operations Command. Enhancements include a Tactical Rail, Service Melt treatment, 
G-10 Tactical Grips, bumped grip safety and the premium Dark Earth KimPro 11™ finish. 

The Custom CDPII is a lightweight Custom Shop carry pistol loaded with performance features 
like carry bevel treatment, checkered front strap and trigger guard, night sights and ambidextrous 
thumb safety. 

Team Match II pistols are used by the U.S.A. Shooting Rapid Fire Pistol Team members when 
they compete on the action shooting circuit against America’s fastest guns. Features include 
stainless steel slide and frame, frontstrap checkering and Team logo grips. 

All Kimber 1911 pistols are proudly made in America, and feature match grade barrels, 
chambers and trigger groups for accuracy and absolute dependability. Kimber. Carry the best. 



Kimber Rimfire Target Conversion Kits in .22 LR 
easily install on most 1911 pistol brands. 

They are available through dealers or 
direct from Kimber. 


The Custom TLE IF" .45 ACP is identical 
to the pistol selected by LAPD™ SWAT 
for duty carry. Features indude night sights 
and frontstrap checkering. 



Information and specifications ore for reference only and subject to change without notice. Firearm safety is every gun owner’s responsibility. Use and store alt firearms safety. Teach 
everyone in your home, especially children, proper firearm safety. Kimber firearms should only be purchased and used in complete compliance with aft national, state and local faws. 
Ail suggestions for use in this ad or any Kimber literature must be taken within the context of these laws. Kimber firearms are shipped with a California-approved cable lock as a safety measure. 
Additionally, pistols are shipped in a hretabfe high impact case. Use ol the cable lock at all times (s encouraged when a firearm is in storage. Kimber owners may requests free cable lock by mail. Include 
S 10 for postage ami handling. LAPD 1 ** is a trade and servicemark of the City of Los Angeles. All rights reserved. Copyright 2006. Kimber Mfg., fnc. 


For complete Information on Kimber 
firearms, accessories and dealer 
locations, please send $2 to: 

Kimber, Dept. 912, 

One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705 

call (800) 880-2418 

or visit www.kimberamerlca.com 


Continuing the Legacy 











Lt. Gen. John F. Sattler, commanding general of the I Marine Expeditionary Force, congratulates former 
Marine Sgt. Robert J. Mitchell on his receipt of the Navy Cross during a ceremony at Camp Pendleton, 
Cat if., 28 July 2006. Mitchell, who was wounded four times during his two tours in Iraq, received the 
medal, the nation’s second-highest award for battlefield heroism, in recognition of his actions during 
the battle for Fallujah, Iraq in November 2004. Photo: USMC by CpI. George Hruby 


As soon as Kasai and Nicholl 
settled in the room Kasai discovered 
Nicholl was bleeding from multiple 
wounds. Disregarding his own des¬ 
perate medical situation he began 
bandaging the young Marine with his 
pressure bandage. 

“Because we both could bleed 
to death and we both had multiple 
wounds I decided to use all our dress¬ 
ings on Nicoll so that at least one of 
us could live,” Kasai says. 

Concerned that follow-on Marines 
might mistake their movement for the 
enemy and come in shooting, Kasai 
used his M-16 to mark the doorway. 
He said he knew that Marines seeing 
it would at least pause before spray¬ 
ing the room. Then he pulled out his 
9mm pistol and waited for what was 
to come, Nicoll says. 

Simultaneously Mitchell was mak¬ 
ing his move, he says. He knew Kasai 
and Nicoll were trapped in the small 
room on the other side of the house. 
The insurgent at the top of the stairs 
saw Mitchell moving and started 
spraying with his AK. The 7.62mm 
slugs impacted around Mitchell with 
sharp cracking explosions, he said. 

Kasai was unaware Mitchell was 
coming. His attention was drawn to 
a fragmentation grenade an insurgent 
had just rolled into their hidey-hole. 

“I heard a noise hit directly to my 
right. I rolled half over to get ready 
for whatever was next when I looked 
down and saw a pineapple grenade ly¬ 


ing about three feet away from me on 
the floor. So I rolled over and pushed 
Nicoll down and lay on top of him us¬ 
ing my body to shield him from the 
grenade blast,” Kasai says. 

The grenade wounded Kasai in 
44 places on his legs, buttocks, and 
lower back. The explosion also left 
him momentarily stunned and nearly 
deaf as well. The explosion went off 
while Mitchell was running toward 
the room. 

“I had to cross that danger area for 
four or five feet in that middle room,” 
Mitchell said. “An insurgent on the 
roof had it covered through the sky¬ 
light. Bullets were hitting all around 
me. I just remember small arms ex¬ 
plosions until I got into the room with 
Nicoll and First Sergeant,” he says. 

Kasai was still trying to shake off 
the concussive effects of a grenade 
exploding three feet from his prone 
body, he said. 

“Then all of the sudden out of 
nowhere Sgt. Mitchell came burst¬ 
ing into the room. He stopped in the 
doorway and immediately enemy fire 
began impacting all around him. He 
was immediately hit with some of the 
shrapnel from the exploding rounds 
as they hit the wall. He managed to 
get out of the way and joined us in 
the room. 

“In my opinion and Til say this 
to my grave, Sgt. Mitchell is the true 
hero that day,” Kasai insists. 

Mitchell has another point of view. 


“Kasai was being 1st Sgt. Kasai. 
He told me, ‘We need help.’ He didn’t 
sound excited or out of control, he 
was strictly business. He gave me a 
strict assessment of the situation. To 
me it was like getting an order from 
the First Sergeant when I came into 
the room. He told me I needed to 
concentrate on saving the lives of as 
many Marines as I can, save Nicoll, 
and then get the hell out.” 

“I didn’t even really remember 
the grenade explosion, but I still got 
seven pieces of grenade shrapnel in 
my left leg. I guess it happened when 
I was running across the main room. 
It was only five or six steps. Kasai 
asked me if I was hurt and then when 
I saw the blood on my leg. It really 
didn’t hurt that bad. I looked down 
and saw blood. I saw I was peppered 
with some pretty good sized pieces. 
My adrenaline was going strong so I 
didn’t feel too much. Every wound I 
got was like that. It never hurt me un¬ 
til later and then it caused me some 
pain,” Mitchell recalls. 

Mitchell was more worried about 
a satchel charge or fragmentation 
grenade arriving air mail from some¬ 
where outside the door, than dying 
from wounds, he says. He figured 
that Kasai had the door and as long 
as Kasai could hold a weapon nobody 
was going to get past him. 

“That is when I found out my 
weapon got shot through the bolt. 
Even though it worried me I had to 
laugh,” he says. “I had to laugh be¬ 
cause the way I found out was pure 
Alex Nicoll, he was always making 
fun of a bad situation. Out of the blue 
he says, ‘You know Mitchell, your rifle 
is screwed.’ I look at it and there is a 
hole in the bolt. It was shot to shit, 
useless. I had to laugh, it wasn’t what 
he said, it was the way he said it,” 
Mitchell remembers. 

About the same time Mitchell sud¬ 
denly remembered he had a radio and 
called Grapes, he says. Up until then 
he had forgotten about it. 

“I got on my radio, a PRC-148 
about the size of a cell phone. I let 
Grapes know that Kasai, Nicoll and 
me were wounded and pinned down 
in the little room off to the left of the 
main entrance.” 

Mitchell’s call for help galvanized 
Grapes into action to get them out. 
For the next hour he tried several 
ploys to reach the trapped trio, he 
said. None worked because the house 
was built like a fortress. Its design 
gave the insurgents a clear field of fire 
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Unbelievably hot, mega-current fighting secrets available nowhere else on earth to civilians... 

Screw Hollywood... Here’s The Jaw-Dropping, Super-Deadly “In The Shi#* 
Combat Secrets Of A Veteran D-Boy Who Had To Fight His Way Out Of A REAL 

"Black Hawk Down 
Combat Mission!" 

From: Jim Curley, 

Director of Spec Op Talent, TRS Combat Instruction Dept. 


Let’s get right down to the nitty- 
gritty, okay? 

Hollywood doesn’t know it’s a$$ 
from a hole in the ground when it comes 
to actual combat where people get killed. 
You can watch their dumb movies, have a 
good time, thrill to the special effects... 
but... if you ever fall into the trap that 
you’re actually learning any real fighting 
secrets from the film... 

You’re Gonna Get 
Killed In The Street! 

Still, I want to thank Hollywood for at 
least reminding the entire world just how 
bad-a$$ U.S. Delta Force operatives are. 

They’re the best fighters on the 
planet. Spending five minutes with one of 
these guys (just talking about fighting) will 
change your life forever. You’ll learn more 
in that five minutes than you would in five 
years in a dojo, learning fancy kicks and 
dancing around in your silly damn gi. 

Well, guess what? 

I’m gonna offer you FIVE HOURS of 
the most intense, most in-depth, and most 
practical “learn it tonight and use it 
tomorrow” fighting secrets any man could 
ever ask for. All from... 

A War-Veteran Delta Operative 
Who Will Share 
Nothing He Hasn’t Used 
In Actual Bloody Combat! 

Here’s the story: Dale Comstock is 
the real thing. Ten long, bloody years in 
Delta Force (as surgical explosives expert, 
and Team Sergeant on a Delta Assault 
Team). He was also an instructor for 
Delta’s Operator Training Course — 
teaching, yes, self-defense (including 
sentry take-outs, close-quarter combat 
fighting, and expert weaponry). He was 
trained as a weapons expert in the Green 
Beret. Twice decorated for Valor, and 
turned down the Silver Star because he 
was “just doing my job”. Given the Bronze 


Star anyway, with the “V”. A shy and 
super-effective hero, who kicks major 
league a$$. 

This guy has seen a ton of action. 
And in a battle in Central America, his Black 
Hawk helicopter went down in the jungle. 
Lost an engine during the action, dropped 
from 200 feet up down into the sh!#. 

And Here’s Lesson Number One: 
When danger bites you in the a$$, you 
usually have NO WARNING That’s where 
any training you get about thinking fast, 
planning two steps ahead under stress, 
and acting with alertness comes in handy. 
Without this insight to actual fighting 
conditions, you simply will not survive. 

Dale tossed his gear (including his 
weapons) and hung from the ceiling of 
the chopper as it fell 200 feet straight 
down. TTiat quick thinking saved his life, 
and prevented broken bones. Of course, 
he then had to face potential jungle 
warfare bare-handed... but that’s exactly 
what he’s expert in. 

Can’t reveal what happened next, 
though. Classified. But you can pretty 
much guess. Dale’s still here, still training 
operatives, FBI agents, SWAT cops and a 
few lucky civilians. He went into battle, 
did his job (and earned his Star)... and after 
10 years, he’s now ready to teach you. 

This Is The Guy 

We’ve Been Praying To On Video 
For Years! 

You cannot imagine the shock 
waves that have gone through the 
fighting world when word got out that 
TRS was putting Dale’s super-intense 
fight training on video. 

We were gonna just do some 
short films, concentrating on 
just a few secrets 
he wanted to reveal. 

Then came September 11, and 
everything has changed- We’re no 



Delta Force Assault Team Sergeant Dale 
Comstock is the real thing. Hardened by bloody 
combat , he knows that a simple and effective 
fighting system can mean the difference between 
life and death. Now YOU can own his “learn it 
quick" fight system RISK FREE! 


longer going to “dole out” information. 
We’re offering everything we have, no 
holds barred. 

This is the BEST and MOST 
PRACTICAL fighting information you will 
ever see. Ever. The only thing different from 
what actual Delta operatives get is that 
Dale understands you are not in the same 
peak shape most Delta guys are. So... 

He’s Made This Fight Training 
As Simple As Possible. 

You don’t need to be in shape to “get 
it”. You can pick everything up FAST, too 
— in fact, just WATCHING these video 
sessions will “arm” you with fighting 
tactics and secrets that will change your 
life forever. 

This really is a SHORTCUT to 
learning the most dangerous and 
practical hand-to-hand and weapons 
skills on the planet! 

Here’s what you get: We have 
created 4 video (2 DVD) sessions from 
the shoot we did with Dale. They are: 




“ALPHA” Program #1: The 

“basics” of everything you need for 
boosting your ‘‘face to face” fighting skills 
and street-combat awareness from zero 
to one hundred percent. Even if you’ve 
never trained before, never been in a fight, 
never had an aggressive thought in your 
life... this astonishing tape will give you 
the immediate skills to confront any 
dangerous situation, and do what’s 
necessary to survive and win. Amazing 
stuff you won’t find anywhere else. If you 
only see ONE fight-training video in your 
life... this is it. Includes: 

* “Quick take out” moves and 
favorite D-boy targets on the body. 

* How to keep your hands safe 
and unbroken during vicious 
hand-to-hand combat. (Most 
people have no idea how easily 
your hands can be broken during 
punches and take-downs... Dale 
teaches you how to put the hurt 
on your attacker quickly, without 
hurting yourself. Priceless real- 
combat secrets.) 

* The Delta Force 7 Mindset 
principles you must ‘‘get” before 
any combat. Includes how to 
startle with quick, indignant 
anger... how to self-install the 
pitbull mentality to win at any 
cost... how to go for your objec¬ 
tive with total decisiveness... how 
to think ahead and develop a plan 
under pressure... and more. 

* Favorite stealth take-down 
techniques. 

* Nerve strikes that short-circuit an 
attacker’s brain. 

* How to defeat the “parking lot 
sucker punch”. 

* What to NEVER do in a 
streetlight... and how to use your 
attacker’s own blood to shortcut 
your victory in any sudden fight. 

* More... 

“BRAVO” Program #2: Close 
Quarter Combat — essentially, the 
battlefield tactics of bare-handed 
punching, kicking and trapping. You’ve 
never seen this kind of “one-step 
stopping” power moves before. Delta ops 
never want to spend more than 2 seconds 
taking anyone out, because they’re hell¬ 
bent on going through all obstacles and 
getting to their objective. For you, these 
skills erase all advantages experienced 
streetfighters have... and give you instant 
tactics to win any fight. Includes: 

* The secret of combining 3 simple 
techniques in quick succession to 


end a fight. 

* Hidden uses of palm-heel strikes. 
(Perfect for women and kids.) 

* Snap kicks that will change an 
attacker’s mind fast and send him 
screaming away in pain and 
humiliation. 

* Favorite Delta Muay Thai kicks. 
Easy, super-powerfill, deadly. 

* Combat head butt tactics that 
demolish opponents yet leave 
you clear-headed and ready for 
more action. 

* Chokes, knee strikes, and instant 
take-down secrets you’ll never 
learn in a civilian dojo. 

* More... 

“CHARLIE” Program # 3 : Ground 
Fighting and Survival Tactics. It’s all you 
need to know about ground fighting, from 
a guy who knows what he’s talking about. 
You seldom get to learn from someone 
who has had to use these “sudden take 
out” moves to save his own life. This is 
incredible instruction, the best you’ll ever 
see. Includes: 

* Distraction secrets that open him up 
like he forgot what he was doing. 

* “V” takedowns that instantly put 
you on top of his most vulnerable 
“saddle”. You OWN him from then 
on out. 

* Take down a rushing attacker with 
simple, easy move. 

* How to quickly recover from a fall 
when you’re surprised. (Not one 
streetfighter in a thousand knows 
this fast-recovery trick—you’ll 
be alert and back on top of him 
before he realizes he’s made a 
horrible mistake.) 

* Exactly what to do when you’re on 
the ground to win decisively... even 
experienced groundfighters will 
wonder why their usual sh!# 
doesn’t work on you. (Until they’re 
unconscious a second later.) 

* Escapes, overcoming larger and 
heavier opponents who surprise 
you, tight-fight tricks (like airplane 
aisles and hallways in your 
house), more... 

“DELTA” Program #4: Elite Forces 
Blade Skills. Professional fighter secrets 
of using and defending against a knife 
and blunt-trauma weapons (including 
baseball bats, sticks, bottles, and 
everything else you’ll see in the street). 
Includes: 

* Instant psychological advan¬ 
tages of showing him immedi¬ 
ately that you understand knife 


fighting. (He’ll think twice, and 
lose all initiative.) 

* How to fight when you can’t run 
from a knife. (Dale’s unique 
“ruthless, indignant anger” 
surprise will turn a fight around in 
a blink.) 

* How to finish your attacker 
quickly... so you can get the hell 
out of there (in case he has 
buddies waiting). 

* How to disrupt the nerve path¬ 
ways of his weapon-bearing arm. 
Stun him quick, take him out 
before he can scream. 

* Destroy his ability to fight with 
“motor dysfunction” destruction. 

* How to disarm his weapon. 

* Secrets of “linear weapons”... super¬ 
intense Delta elite-level training. 

* Offensive knife tactics... when you 
take away his knife and suddenly 
hold the advantage. 

* And much, much more... 

You're getting a ton ... in fact, that it 
would take me a dozen pages to even 
begin explaining any of it. 

The thing is... 

This Is The BEST Fight Training 
Available... Yet It’s Simple And 
Easy To Learn FAST! 

Interested? We’ve been swamped 
with calls from professionals who have 
only heard about Dale’s programs from 
the grapevine. They are DEMANDING 
we send them this training right away. I 
predict fulfilling these word-of-mouth 
orders will deplete most of our videos. 

Here’s the deal: You get two choices 
here. You MUST get the Alpha Tape #1 
—it’s your “basic training” in Delta-style 
fighting. You will not be the same man 
after seeing this stuff. 

You can add ONE of the other three 
programs - EITHER Bravo, Charlie or 
Delta - for our special “great deal” offer... 
both programs for just $69. 

OR... you can get all four programs... 
for just $99. That’s the BEST deal most 
guys are going for. It’s an incredible offer 
and opportunity. 

Either way - the 2 programs for $69 or 
all 4 for $99 - you don’t risk a penny. 
Because you get our mega-generous... 

9 Month 100% Money-Back 
Guarantee! 

It works like this: Order the programs 
you want*.. check‘em out for 9 full 
months... and ifyou aren’t happy, for any 
reason whatsoever... just return them (in 
any condition) for a fast refund. No 



questions asked. No hassles. Your word 
is gold. 

A lot of other companies don’t like to 
guarantee their training videos at all. That’s 
nonsense, of course. We stand behind our 
stuff completely and without conditions. 
It’s the best training material around — 
there must a couple of dozen Internet chat 
rooms devoted to our material, and our 
reputation among professional soldiers 
and cops is totally “thumbs up”. Even 
many (but not all) of the top military 
honchos who used to despise us for 
releasing this stuff to civilians... now USE 
our videos and demand that their soldiers 
train with it, too. 

There’s just one small catch: You 
must HURRY! We’ve only duped a small 
number of these videos, and like I said... 
they’re already selling out. I’ve ordered 
at least 80 packages (of all 4 videos) to be 
set aside for guys like you. I expect these 
to get snatched up pretty quick, so hurry, 
because there’s no guarantee they’ll be 
around here for more than a week or so. 

Here’s what to do now: Call our offices 
at 1-800-899-8153 and tell whoever 
answers you want the “Active Duty” 
programs.. .then tell them which videos 
you want. You can use your credit card. 
If you want the “great deal” for just $69, 
you get the Alpha program, plus 
whichever of the other 3 you choose. 
(Either Bravo, Charlie, or Delta.) If you 
want the “BEST deal”, you get all four 
programs.. .for only $99. 

Simple as that. We’ll ship your 
package right away. 

Do it today. Yes, there is some serious 
urgency in this deal. Beside the limited 
number of tapes available... there is also 
your need to OWN this training. It will 
change your life. Yes, it’s brutal and 
vicious... but that’s the point, isn’t it. 

Don’t wait I’ve told my staffto expect 
your call. 

Sincerely, _ 


XJim Cimey ? 

RSJRerpember, you don’t risk a penny by 
ordering today. You have 9 full months to 
decide if this training is really for you. If 
you’re not happy, you will have not paid 
a cent for checking it all out for yourself. 
RRS. I almost forgot... I have a special 
FREE BONUS for you here. It’s an audio 
CD interview with Dale on “Thinking Fast 
Under Stress - Combat Stress Secrets”. 
This is VERY cool “insider” info that only 
the top soldiers and operatives ever get. 
The reason why so many black belts get 


their heads bashed in by street punks is 
because they are INDECISIVE when the 
situation turns nasty. 

That’s just human nature. We all 
hesitate under pressure. It can get you 
killed. Delta guys quickly learn how to 
stay alert when chaos hits, think slowly 
and clearly, and make GOOD decisions in 
a heartbeat. In this super-valuable CD 
interview, Dale reveals all the inside tricks 
to staying calm and decisive during 
crunch time. 

It’s simple training that will save your 
life. You can listen to it in the car driving 
to work. (While everyone else is wasting 
their time singing along to the dumb 


Thank you for exceeding my expectations! 
The programs are jam packed with useful 
information! Thank you again, for not only the 
superb quality of the videos, but for the fine 
example of quality products and service you 
provide. Keep up the good work!!!! - B. Smith, 
Oklahoma City, OK 

TRS shoidd be commended for providing 
such well priced, well produced videos that offer 
TRULY cutting edge technology for personal 
and professional security. They are on the 
cutting edge of what's out there. - Mohsen 
Hafiz, Gig Harbor, WA 

The realism, directions, effectiveness of 
these experts is amazing. You guys are clearing 
out the smoke. Keep up the great job! - Luis 
Ramirez, Amityville, NY 

I love the video , audio, and instructional 
quality of the tapes. I've yet to actually get into 
a situation where I needed to use any of these 
techniques, but I find it extremely conforting to 


radio.) It is just so cool to be able to install 
this dangerous, super-elite training into 
your body and brain this easily. 

Anyway... the audio CD is yours See, 
to KEEP even ifyou later decide to return 
the videos for a complete refund. This is 
our gift to you, just for giving Dale a 
“look-see”. 

Again, though... you must hurry. 
These packages are just flying off the 
warehouse shelves... and because of 
other (secret) projects, we won’t be able 
to dupe any more for months. So don’t 
wait. Order or call 1-800-899-8153 right 
now and ask for Dale’s “Active Duty” 
videos and your free audio CD interview. 


know that I have the options available to me. - 
Richard Koh, Columbus, OH 

“Dale Comstock is one hell of an 
American! His war record is rock-solid and the 
info I learned from this DVD is awesome stuff. 
Thanks!” - M. Kruger, Madison, WI 

“Wow! I was amazed at how good this 
works. Not long after I saw this I had a little 
“scuffle ” in the airport parking lot. I used exactly 
what Dale showed me. It was over in a couple 
of seconds. My friends couldn 1 believe haw fast 
it happened!” - M. Milligan, Los Angeles 
“I watched it just once and learned more 
in a couple hours than I did in a couple YEARS 
at the dojo. Great info!” - S. Wittek, 
Minneopolis, MN 

Your videos are the best on the market. 
They are high quality, well organized, and made 
to be learned fast. They emphasize simplicity 
and effectiveness, which is exactly what I need. 

- Sam Graves, Everett, WA 


Dale Comstocks -Active Duty” PRIORITY ORDER FORM 



For fastest service use your credit card 
and call Toll-FREE 

1400899-8153 (Ask for Dept. AD-37) 

□ YES! I want to see this amazing training for myself, risk-free! What a stunning 
opportunity to learn elite DELTA fighting skills, so fast and easily. I understand, too, that I 
have 9 full months to check this out for myself, and can quickly get at total refund of my 
purchase price simply by returning the programs (in any condition). Here’s what I want, and 
how I want to pay: 

□ Great Deal for just $69 (plus $7 S&H) Total: $76. 

“ALPHA” Program #1 plus (choose ONE other tape): 

□ “BRAVO”Program#2 □ “CHARLIE"Program#3 □“DELTA”Program#4 

□ BEST DEAL: ALL FOUR programs for only $99 (plus $7 S&H). Total: $106. 

Ploase send everything to me on: Q DVD or O VHS Q Enclosed is my Check or Money Order 

□ I prefer to pay with my credit card; Please charge my: (P a 5 ra W e t0 TRS), for $106 ($99 + 7 S/H). 

Q MC [3 Visa Q AmEx Q Discover Name: 


Card#: 


Address: 


Expires:_ 


Signature:^ 


City:_ 


ST: 


Zip:_ 


TRS Direct Inc. • 606 E. Acequla Ave. Dept. AD-37 • Visalia, CA 93292 

residents odd appropriate sales lax Rush shipping available for additional charges oj $10for *2-day n shipping and $15for VverTrigbr shipping, 
Foreign orders (except Canada) may require additional shipping. Call (559) 7&5517for more taformattOH. 


Listen To Guys Who Know 








Lance CpI. Alex Nicoll strikes a pose for the folks 
back home with his M203 a few days before the 
Hell House episode. Photo: Courtesy Alex Nicoll 


in every direction. It was impossible 
to reach the trapped Marines without 
exposing other Marines to immediate 
danger, Grapes says. 

Eventually Grapes and the Ma¬ 
rines with him came upon a plan to 
cut through the bars of a window on 
the side of the house that would allow 
them entry without exposing them¬ 
selves to immediate fire. Once they 
were inside they could try and pin 
down the insurgents while more Ma¬ 
rines rushed the room where Mitchell, 
Kasai, and Nicoll were holed up. It 
was a desperate plan - but it worked. 

Grapes and Pvt. Justin Boswood 
stripped off their gear and squeezed 
through the opening. Grapes and Bos¬ 
wood knew approximately where the 
three wounded Marines were holed 
up but until they got inside the house 
they couldn’t be sure exactly where 


everything was. 

Outside the room Boswood 
dragged a dead insurgent out of the 
doorway. When the opening was clear 
Grapes slid on his back into the main 
room with his weapon pointed up 
at the stairwell. Boswood knelt over 
him with his weapon pointed sky¬ 
ward as well. At the same time Lance 
Corporals Christopher Marquez and 
Jonathan Schaffer got ready to run 
through the kill zone and extract the 
three wounded Marines. Inside the 
room, Kasai was wondering if he was 
going to remain conscious. He knew 
he was bleeding at a prodigious rate, 
he said. 

When everybody was in position 
Grapes gave the order to fire. Simulta¬ 
neously all the shooters opened up on 
the stairwell, forcing the insurgents 
back while Marquez and Schaffer 
sprinted across the kill zone. In sec¬ 
onds they appeared in front of Kasai. 

“As they grabbed me I kept hold of 
my 9mm pistol, thinking if the enemy 
started shooting then at least I could 
fire back and hopefully get them first 
as I was now worried about the two 
young Marines who were helping 
me,” Kasai recalls. 

Still under the suppressive fire laid 
down by Lt. Grapes and Pvt. Boswood, 
the two young Marines carried Kasai 
to the outside door without incident. 
When they came out the door Read 
snapped his famous picture of Kasai. 

After recovering Kasai, the two 
young Marines made two more trips 
to bring out Mitchell and Nicoll. 
Meanwhile the Marines at the back of 
the house made their escape through 
a steel-shuttered window they had 
pulled open with the help of a Hum- 
vee. 


Mitchell said he came out under 
his own power. “I didn’t go back to 
the BAS (Battalion Aide Station) un¬ 
til two hours later. One of the Docs 
gave me a Percocet and I went back to 
the firm base. I told Lt. Grapes I had 
work to do. He said I didn’t and that 
I had done enough and needed to go 
the BAS. When I got there I got a shot 
of morphine. They sent me to Bravo 
Surgical Team and then I went home. 
I had been wounded four times. I al¬ 
ways thought three Purple Hearts was 
an automatic ticket home. That ain’t 
true. I got to go home but not because 
I had four Hearts; because I was hurt 
bad enough,” Mitchell says. 

After Mitchell and the other Ma¬ 
rines escaped, the insurgents had the 
little yellow house to themselves. It 
was a Pyrrhic victory. Shortly there¬ 
after the house was destroyed with 
a 20-pound satchel charge. After 
the blast toppled the house the last 
surviving jihadist defiantly tossed a 
grenade from the rubble. Several Ma¬ 
rines sent him to Allah with bursts of 
M-16 fire. Immediately afterward the 
debris was bulldozed into a shapeless 
pile of crushed debris. Inside were 
the remains of the jihadists. 

Nicoll and Kasai were almost im¬ 
mediately evacuated back to the 
States. Nicoll ultimately lost his left 
leg below the knee. He retired from 
the Marine Corps as a Lance Corpo¬ 
ral. Today he lives with Mitchell’s 
family in Phoenix, Arizona and at¬ 
tends motorcycle technician’s school 
with Mitchell. As soon as he graduates 
next year the pair plans to open their 
own shop making custom choppers. 

After a two-year ordeal to save his 
leg, Kasai returned to active duty. On 
1 May 2006 he was awarded the Navy 
Cross and promoted to Sergeant Ma¬ 
jor. He is currently on recruiting duty 
in his home state of Iowa. 

Mitchell was evacuated back to the 
States shortly after Nicoll. While he 
was in the hospital he learned he had 
been meritoriously promoted to Ser¬ 
geant. On 28 July 2006 he was award¬ 
ed the Navy Cross. It wasn’t enough 
to keep him in the Corps. Today he 
makes his home in Phoenix with his 
wife and infant son “R.J.” He likes it 
that way. X 

Nat Helms is a frequent contributor 
to SOF. 

Gl armor clusters up on Route Henry as 3-1 Ma¬ 
rines maneuver around Army's 2-7 Cavalry, and 
the battle for Fallujah is about to be enjoined . 
Photo: Courtesy LtCol Willard Buhl, USMC 
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New, Free DVD puts you front row and center stage at a live 
2 1/2-day Target-Focus ™ Training workshop... 



“How To Survive 
The Most Critical 5 Seconds 
Of Your Life” 

u For me, a veteran of the martial arts and a medical pro fessional Target-Focus 
Training was just as spectacular. I heard explanations that would befit a trauma 
specialist and learnedprinciples that most martial arts masters save for their advanced 
black belts . Without cloaking techniques in mysticism, without diluting the realities of 
combat in a sporting format and without sacrificing safety for realism, Larkin and his 
men delivered an uncompromising course on the intelligent and responsible use of 
violence Mark Cheng, L.Ac. 

Columnist & Contributing Editor\ Black Belt Magazine 


I magine yourself face to face with: rar 

• 3 hoodlums circling your car, Tra 

• A 6-inch blade of steel pressed against 
your throat, Y 01 

• A gun barrel to your head, or ^ 

• 2 guys who’ve just broken into your at ^ 
home... 

If you can’t handle any m< 

of these situations... w ~ 

-Without freezing, “Violer 

-Without needing to 

get ready,” Blit WHeVI 

sorting through your prior 
training toolbox to pick 
the one thing you must do 
in each specific situation, 

...and do it all within 5 seconds, then... 

You Could Easily Wind Up 0 

As... Toast! 

to I 

That’s because 5 seconds is about all you’ve 
got. It’s how long a Teal’ fight lasts. If you 
haven’t taken out some thug by then, the odds me] 
go dramatically against you. eno 

Right now, I’m betting you’ve got a pretty ^°\ 
good gut feel as to whether your current mi 
training would instantly kick in and bail you ^ 
out of a violent confirmation... or leave you . 
hesitating and unsure. Understand... there’s no 
margin for error. J 

Th r 

If you’re confident... turn the page. If not, 
you now have a unique opportunity to gain a eve 

Target-Focus Training Master Instructors demonstrate to a live 
training class simple yet devastatingly effective movements which 
you can leam and immediately use - regardless of your size, 
speed, strength or athletic ability. 


, face with: rare inside look at a live Target-Focus lets you prove to 

four car, Training workshop and see exactly how the you’ve just read is ti 

:1 pressed against the m self-defense system in the world gives And the best pa 
you the tools to handle this type of violence... nothing except a si 
j iea( j or re gardless of your size, speed, strength, f ee 

,roken into your athletic abilit y or conditioning. Looki Fm nQt 

What makes TFT different from all other anything at this timt 
“me too” programs is the fact it’s.,. 

“Violence Is Rarely The Answer. 

But When It Is... It’s The Only Answer.” 

Tim Larkin, creator, Target-Focus Training 


lets you prove to yourself why everything 
you’ve just read is true. 

And the best part... it’s FREE! You risk 
nothing except a small shipping & handling 
fee. 

Look, I’m not asking you to believe 
anything at this time. All I’m asking you to do 
right now is withhold 
-—. judgment until you get 

ISW6F your ^ an ^ s on Dew 

Answer.” . o», i.« 

since this is only a test 

tcus Training to see iftheDVD really 

J helps explain the TFT 

system, we’ve 
duplicated just a limited number of copies. By 
the time you read this, some of those are gone. 
To get your copy go to 
www.sofreedvd.com or call 
888-234-2192. Or just fill out the coupon 
below and mail it today. If we’re out of the 
FREE DVDs, we’ll notify you by mail. Don’t 
wait around. Grab your copy now. 



The Only System duplicated just a limited number of copies. E 

Ever Modeled the time you read this, some of those are gon 

On Asocial Criminal Behavior ... To 8 et y° u ^ c °py g° < 

...the kind of violence you MUST know how P/Tf 01 Ca 

to handle if you’re ever face-to-face with it! 888-234-2192 Or just fill out the coupe 

below and mail it today. If we re out of tl 
With TFT, there aren’t 1 OO’s of different free DVDs, we’ll notify you by mail. Dor 
memorized techniques. Face it, you’re smart wa j t around. Grab your copy now. 
enough to know that since violence is random * » - 

you can’t begin to practice for everything that 1 LJ Yes, please send my FREE Target-Focus 
‘might’ possibly happen to you. Instead, this | rrain/ng seminar DVD and Report, "How To 

system is based on a handful of easily mastered % Your Li f eV {pay only a smal] $4 , 97 

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES that you i shipping and handling fee. 
instantly apply to any type of violent assault. J Name:__ 

If all this seems surprisingly simple... it is. i Address:_ 

That’s the secret to why TFT has worked for ■ __ 

everyone from an 80-year-old grandmother to J State . 

_ a Spec Op operative. And it’s why it can t * * 

i live work for you too... regardless of your i Coijntry;-- 

hkh background or ability. » Pbone:---- 

FREE DVD ; Emaik.-- 

__ i i a i □ Check or Money Order (drawn on US bank) 
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Fighting Secrets J Card No; _ 

Look, I know this is hard to believe, i E xp j rat j on 
And it doesn’t help that it’s even more * 
difficult to explain here in words. The 1 Signature., 
best thing... is to SEE it for yourself . j Mail to: 

Until now, that meant attending a 1 _ 

TFT live training seminar or ordering J FREE: "Si 
a full video series. But now a new DVD t {Don't App 


1 □ VISA □ Mastercard □ AMEX □ Disc 

i Card No : ___ 

1 Expiration Date:_ 


Mail to: TFT Group, 325 E Washington St, 
_ #207, Sequim, WA 98382 USA 

FREE: "Secrets For Staying Alive When Rules] 
Don't Apply 1 at: www.targetfocustraining.com| 
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One-One Brokhausen Learns That Loving Oneself Is Important Even Under 


At the time of the Vietnam War, 
MACV-SOG (Military Assistance 
Command Vietnam - Studies and 
Observations Group), was one of 
the lesser-known of the many open 
secrets associated with that conflict. 
It was also one of the most effective 
fighting units ever assembled with a 
kill ratio exceedingly high - and a life 
expectancy exceedingly low. Many 
books have been written chronicling 
SOG’s exploits, and many more are 
sure to come. The excellent new vol¬ 
ume We Few by Nick Brokhausen, 
however, does not remind us that 
these men were heroes, as that is a 
given. It reminds us they were hu¬ 
man, and as Brokhausen notes, “I 
hope it will convey the incredible 
strength and macabre sense of hu¬ 
mor that one needs in order to sur¬ 
vive.” This volume, from which we 
are pleased to publish four excerpts, 
does this very well, indeed. Enjoy. 

As we lift up the side of the moun¬ 
tain, I can see into the bowl which 
has eroded into a saddle between 
two peaks about two hundred yards 
across, sloping up to their tops from 
the trail in the center. It looks good 
from here: no ground fire. Everyone 
must be concentrating on the phan¬ 
tom team below. We know they have 
trail security elements. Covey spotted 
one of their bunkers at the far end of 
the saddle and the Cobras worked it 
over coming in. Yep, there it is. All 


that remains is a smoking hole in the 
ground with torn up logs and parts of 
a human body lying just outside the 
burned area. 

Mac is going in. I see the lead bird 
touch with the back of the skids. As 
it rolls forward, the nose dips and by 
the time the front of the skids are on 
the ground the back is already lifting. 
I see Mac and the four Yards with 
him bail out both sides. The last one 
leaves the aircraft about six feet in the 
air because he was slow, but they are 
all on the ground. Then it’s our turn. 

We aren’t even on short final when 
I hear the pilot screaming, “Abort!” 
Abort!” I look down where Mac land¬ 
ed and get sick to my stomach. He is 
lying on his back and right next to him 
is the trap door to a bunker concealed 
right at the crest of the trail. He has 
fallen on it and plugged the door. 

There are two NVA trying to crawl 
out of a side entrance and the Yards 
shoot them. Worse yet, I can see about 
15 other likely bunkers up-slope on 
the opposite side. I am standing on 
the skid and I feel the ship start to 
gain power. I instinctively know that 
they are going to abort and pull up, 
which will leave Mac with too few 
men to save himself. I slam the bar¬ 
rel of my CAR-15 in the back of the 
pilot’s helmet and scream into the 
mike, “Put this bird down where he 
is, NOW!” He chops power. We slam 
into the slope and we all jump or are 
thrown clear. I land heavily. When I 


hit the ground my ears feel like I just 
ripped them off. I still had the headset 
on when I jumped. The bird screams 
loudly as it winds up and is gone. 

Immediately I get the Yards in 
some sort of fighting perimeter where 
we can at least hold on or fight our 
way to better ground. I run up in a 
crouch and Mac says, “Why did you 
land? I told them to abort.” 

“There are bunkers all over the hill 
to our right and eight of us can fight a 
lot harder than five,” I yell back. 

He grabs the radio handset. “Go tie 
in the team and let me bring in some 
air.” I work my way down-slope when 
I see Xam Pot stand up and fire me¬ 
thodically six times like he’s on the 
rifle range. He is standing upright, 
just like we did at the range; it is al¬ 
most amusing, because he looks like a 
poster child for the NRA. I think he’s 
shooting at nothing. He is new on the 
team and this is his first mission. I 
yell at Bop and Thua to see what he’s 
firing at. A grenade goes off over by 
where Thua is and he yells at the team 
because he thinks one of the team has 
thrown it and it fell short. I run over to 
where Xam Pot is and down the trail 
I see the crumpled bodies of three 
NVA with a load of canteens on bam¬ 
boo poles lying amongst their bodies. 
They had just walked up the trail; he 
just stood up yelled something like 
“Hey!” and dropped all three. That’s 
pretty good discipline, or he just got 
lucky. We are starting to take ground 
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Dire Circumstances... 


fire now and the tempo is picking up. 
I run back up-slope. Well, I Lmdge up- 
slope. I need the team to tie in closer 
and I am working my way back up to 
where Mac is beside the bunker. 

Nearby 1 can see a group of NVA 
in green khakis break from cover by 
some rocks to his left front. They start 
to try to flank him. Cuman and Bong 
drop all but three, who make it into a 
small wash below Mac. Cuman throws 
a grenade down into it just as a stick 
grenade comes lofting out of the wash 
and lands where Mac is and explodes. 
I hear Mac scream, “Damnit!” Pan¬ 
icked, I push to get up the hill. I can’t 
see anything lying on the ground, and 
Pm trying to get everybody in tighter. 
I get to Bop and he is firing the gre¬ 
nade launcher uphill at what looks 
like a platoon, plus, group of NVA 
setting up to fire and maneuver down 
toward us. I dump three magazines at 
them and between the two of us we 
make them go to ground. 

I have to get to the radio. If Mac is 
down I’m going to need to get Covey 
in here as fast as possible and get us 
some air. I get to within about 10 yards 
of Mac and I can see him. He is on his 
back with his pants down to his knees 
and he has the handset cupped in the 
crook of his shoulder. I can’t see any 
blood, but he has his genitalia cupped 
in both hands. The little pervert! This 
is the coolest and craziest man I have 
ever seen. We are in a world of hurt 
and he is masturbating? 


I get up to him and he looks up at 
me and yells that I am drawing fire. 
Is there some reason I am walking 
around? Right. We’ve got more prob¬ 
lems than my running around in plain 
view while you worry about damage 
to your nut sack. I can see that he is 
bleeding inside his left thigh. Obvi¬ 
ously the shrapnel from the grenade 
had nicked him. He looks at me like, 
“Well, I’m wounded...” as if that was 


an excuse to have his pants down. I 
take the handset from him and I can 
hear Covey asking for a sit-rep. I 
yell into the handset that we are in 
a hornet’s nest, but they will have to 
wait because my One-Zero is busy 
playing with himself and it looks like 
they shot one of his balls off. He grabs 
the handset, frowns at me like I told 
on him, and starts giving Covey the 
situation whilst trying to pull up his 



They were indeed “We Few, ” with few companies having more than 30 U.S. soldiers, accompanied 
by Hmong, Chinese Nung, and Vietnamese meres - and yet they provided the bulk of the good ground 
intelligence from behind enemy lines. Photo: Author’s collection 

















britches. 

We both look up-slope to our east 
and the platoon we had driven to 
ground has been joined by about 10 
more stalwart lads and is getting ready 
to assault us. The Yards are dropping 
them like they were ducks in a shoot- 
ing gallery, but the small arms fire 
isn’t slacking off at all. We are getting 
heavy fire from both slopes now and 
I can count at least six bunker open¬ 
ings with muzzle flashes. Some of 
them are only 40 yards away. Mother 
McRae, this is bad, bad, bad. We are 
tucked into a wash so they can’t really 
get at us, but if they can lay enough 
fire on us they will be able to make us 
keep our heads down. Then they will 
hit us with B-40s and rush us. That 
will be the end of RT Habu, the end 
of my dreams of becoming President, 
and any dreams I have of ever becom¬ 
ing a porno star. 

Mac yells down at me, “The guns 
are on the way and the slicks are 
about 10 minutes out. Hang on!” Oh 
no, Red Ryder, I think I will just give 
up. Maybe they won’t put me in a ti¬ 
ger cage with someone who is more 
interested in his future as a breeding 
stud. 

Crump! Crump! The high ex¬ 
plosives go off to the west about 50 
meters. Oh great, someone brought a 
mortar to the party! How novel, now 
we are really screwed. They can reach 
us in the wash with that. I’m trying 
to figure some great tactical wizardry 
that will allow me to get out of this 
alive, but all I can come up with is 
becoming invisible. I look over at the 
tom bodies of the two NVA we shot 
coming in. 1 am wondering if I can 
fit into one of the uniforms and slip 
away in the crowd. 

I have my URC-10 emergency radio 
on and I can hear Covey talking to an¬ 
other ship that has been hit and gone 
down. The crew is out and slicks from 
the package are dropping in to pick 
them up. The Cobras bank up and to 
the right and a pair of Spads come in, 
guns chewing up the real estate. 

“Get down! Nape!” Mac yells. I 
didn’t see the canister drop, but then a 
rolling fire storm erupts in front of us 
and envelopes any of the survivors of 
the assault force who were splashing 
into the bunkers. There is a blast of 
heat behind me and I can hear some¬ 
one screaming. It is too far away to 
be one of us. Fry, you little rice-eating 
ant. Napalm sucks oxygen out of the 
area making it hard to breathe. I don’t 
notice because when I’m scared spit¬ 


less I have a tendency to hyperventi¬ 
late, so oxygen is not yet a problem. 
The mortar has stopped so maybe we 
got lucky. 

Mac yells out over the ground fire, 
“Choppers coming, short final. Take 
the first bird, get everyone on. Covey 
says there are a lot more of them mov¬ 
ing up the slope behind us. We gotta 
go.” Now that is an understatement. 

The first slick comes in and slams 
down about 10 yards from me. I run 
toward it and start throwing little 
people onboard. I am about to dive 
in when it is suddenly up and gone. 
I stand there, momentarily, with feel¬ 
ings of despair, betrayal, and a big 
“oh shit.” However, I haven’t got time 
for hurt feelings. I have to get back 
to where Mac is or they will leave me 
here and all these pissed off people 
will blame me for ruining their lunch 
hour. I run over to Mac and the sec¬ 
ond bird slams into the ground almost 
on top of us. We dive inside, Cuman 
lands on top of us, and we start to 
lift. 

The door gunners on both sides 
are burning their guns out on full 
auto and they have plenty to shoot at. 
The NVA are trying to get right on top 
of us because the guns and the Spads 
are killing everything except what is 
about 20 yards from the chopper we 
are on. You can feel the rounds hit¬ 
ting the chopper, a staccato metal 
thunk, thunk, thunk. From where 
I am lying on the floor, I can see 
an NVA officer running at us with 
a pistol and yelling at his men. 
This boy must have watched too 
many war movies. I wonder how 
he can run that fast, having such 
big balls. I can’t get my gun up 
because I’m half laying on it, so I 
just pull the trigger and let it rip. 

We are lifting and I can’t see if I 
got him. A grenade flies in. Mac 
lucks at it and it tumbles out the 
side of the bird. Another grenade 
bounces off the gunner’s helmet 
and falls out. The gunner swats 
at his face with one hand, like he 
was shooing away some nasty 
bug, but keeps burning up the 
gun with one long, continuous 
burst. The engines are scream¬ 
ing up to full power and I can 
see rounds chewing up the 
overhead and the inside of the 
bird. Then we are up and away. 

There is another sudden rush 
of hot air from ordnance going off real 
close, and the chopper jumps up from 
the concussion. But we are still gain¬ 


ing altitude, pulling free and getting 
some sky, getting up and beyond the 
12.7mms and all those other weapons 
trying to pull us back down. 

I look back and the mountain is 
alive with explosions going off. In the 
distance you can see more jets and 
aircraft stacking up for their chance. 
Every fighter jock in Southeast Asia 
that has both ordnance and fuel is 
coming over for a drop. Some of them 
are down to minutes of airtime so 
Covey is working them first. As we 
get farther and farther from the battle, 
I look back at the half moon shape of 
the caldera we had been in. It is get¬ 
ting pasted from the air by everything 
from Cobras to F-4s and Skyraiders. 
The zoomies will need a couple of ex¬ 
tra hands each to tell this story at the 
club tonight. There is enough aircraft 
zinging around up there to create a 
traffic jam. 

I am half-lying on the floor with 
my back braced against the stanchion 
behind the pilot, watching this entire 
tableau recede. Mac has the headset 
on. All our people are out. We hear 
Covey say that they got the crew of 
the gunship that was knocked down 
and they are starting to get second¬ 
ary explosions in the calderas and the 
surrounding area. Marvelous. Blow 
the whole bloody thing up. 

40 minutes, plus, and we are 


We Few by Nick Brokhausen is available from 
Real War Stories, P.0. Box 1125, St. Ann, M0 
63074; on the web a/www.realwarstories.com 
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SIMPLY THE BEST 


PICATINNY RAIL SYSTEMS 
COLLAPSIBLE BUTT STOCKS 
MAGAZINE COUPLERS / CARRIERS 
REPLACEMENT PISTOL GRIPS 
RAIL MOUNTED VERTICAL GRIPS 
LIGHT AND LASER MOUNTS 
PICATINNY BIPODS 
TACTICAL GEAR 
AND MORE... 



new FOR 2006 


CBS 


Tactical Gear 

Command Arms is now the 
exclusive distributor of Marom 
Dolphin products; Israeli 
Defense Forces contractor 
of high quality Modular 
Assault Systems, Tactical 
Vests, Duty Wear, Fanny Pack 
Holsters, Slings and much 
more. Marom-Dolphin offers 
a broad range of military 
and security textile products 
allowing for the highest 
protection and ergonomic 
convenience in the field 


•fiTil 


CDituttund Arms Accessaries 



Butt Stocks 


STOCK SADDLE 

S?n - &ioek Siaddk ratwlsiertl 
elicit lj oiti rot- ngh-1 jifld len handed 
users. Improves ^cquiSiliOO Speed 
with gmutursflabiliiy. SlOffiS & C**T2& 
battErieo. 

SNIPER STOCK 

SRS - Sniper Stock provides tactical 
solutions to the operator’s needs. A 
revolutionary rear folding leg that locks 
at 0° 45° & 90°. Push button spring 
loaded extension leg. Adjustable cheek 
piece and rubber recoil pad. 

COLLAPSIBLE STOCK 

CBS - 6 Position Collapsible Stock with 
skeletonized design features a rubber 
recoil pad, Picatinny rail for optional 
mag holder, and battery storage 
compartment. Ambidextrous design. 
$54.99 (shown above) 



76 Vincent Circle • Ivyland, PA 18974 
Tel: 267-803-1518 • Fax: 267-803-1002 
See our full line of products at www.commandarrri5.com 

















/OUTHORD 



Precision, professional locksmith tools. Fully 
hardened spring stainless steel picks. Closes 
into to a fully self-contained tool that can be 
carried In the pocket or on a key ring! 

JPXS-6 Alloy Handle $37,95 
JPXS-6F Fiberglass Handle $21.95 

Shipping additional (per order) $5.85 

CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD, 
AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 

Call, email , or write for our free catalog 

Southern Ordnance 
PMB 280 

380 South SR 434 #1004 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 

Phone Toll Free: 877-667-7292 Phone: 407-774-7078 
Fox Toll Free: 800-854-1930 Fax: 810-821-8263 
Email: sales@southord.com 
www.southord.com 

By placing an order, the buyer asserts, without fraud or 
deception To be o bona fide member of the locksmlthing 
industry, or other qualified person 


sweeping over the Fifth Mech base 
and then wallowing into short final 
until we are down. We had been on the 
ground for about an hour and change. 
The first person I see is Mudhole and 
he is sitting under a brightly colored 
beach umbrella. He is naked except 
his boots and a panama hat, beer in 
hand. Then I see Pappy and Slatten 
heading our way with the medic. 

Mac is calm, cool, and collected, 
like always. Pappy hands him a beer 
and holds out two steel ball bear¬ 
ings, big ones. “Here, you might need 
these. Your One-One says they shot 
your balls off.” That’s right, pamper 
the little gator excrement. While we 
were out there about to get turned 
into victims, I distinctly heard Mac, 
the Combat Midget, on the radio. At 
the height of every pissed off Nguyen 
in the world shooting at us, Covey 
was asking if we were declaring a 
Tactical Emergency. Mac’s response? 
“How does it look from where you’re 
at?” I’m going to shoot him. 

Read the rest of Nick Brokhausen’s 
We Few, available at www.realwar- 
stories.com — or catch excerpt No. 3 
in next month's SOF. ^ 


Texas Tactical Supply 

By Law Enforcement for Law Enforcement 

1-877-4POLICE 



del 


Custom Folder 


A hand ground and hand 
Heavy Duty Tactical Folder. 

Dealer inquires Invited 


Streamlight M3 Tactical Illuminator 
Without Batteries $99.99 




Ver Knife and Tool. 

on, EOTECH,First SamcoVT^jffhenmatV 
lite, Magpul, Maxpedition, Night Ops, 
fitagon Light, Propper, Safariiand, Spyderco, 
Streamlight, Strider, Sure Fire, Wiley X, ^/ll , 

if.texastacticalsupply.com 



INSIDE... 

S How to understand why the 
general public is so apathetic 
about the war on terror. 

S How to motivate your 
employees to become active 
participants in the war on 
terror. 

S Why organizations of all sizes 
and structures are no longer 
safe or immune from terrorists. 

S Why the deadliest weapons 
may very well be those sitting 
upon your lap or on your desk. 

■S How to defeat terrorists using 
the resources available to you. 

Available Soon... 

INTEGRATED TECHNICAL WARFARE 
From Road Sailor Books 
© 2006 Road Sailor Enterprises 


Be 
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UNITED TIME HOLIDAY OFFER 
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Fill out and mail to: 

SOLDIER 

OF FORTUNE 

n-4*S JOUFrr EA.L OF PTlOF^SStOl UA. ADV^i fTUFtSFiS 

P.O.Box 18478 
Anaheim, CO 92817-9928 

For faster service, 
iogontowww.sofmag.com 
or call 1-800-999-9718 
and mention the Holiday Offer 

U.S. Funds Only. Canada add $20/yr. 

Out of North America add $65/yr. 

Allow 4*6 weeks for first issue to be delivered. 


YES! Send me 12 Issues of Soldier of Fortune for $34.95 SAVE $25 
AND send 12 Issues to my friend for $29.95 50% OFF 

Subscription#! Subscription #2 



Nome 

Address 

Name 

Address 


City/State 

CitV/Sr»m 

Country/ZIP 

Countrv/ZIP 

□ Check/Money Order Enclosed 

□ SSI Visa/MC/AmEx#: 
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Print Name: 
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GREEN FLIGHT JACKET 

Comfortable, heavyiueight jacket 
with zipper 
S - M - L - XL 
(2X1 - 3X1 - Add *2) 


BLACK SATIN JACKET 

Comfortable, lightweight jacket 
with buttons 

S - M - L - XL 

(2XL - 3XL - Add s 2) 


A SOF POLO 

Red & white embroidery on black 
100% preshrunk cotton 
M-L-XL (2XL - 3XL Add *2) 


▼ RHODESIAN 


ARMY TEE 

White, heavyweight 100% pre¬ 
shrunk cotton shortsleeve 
M-L-XL (2XL - 3XL Add *2) 


When mailing your order please include a card with the the following 
information legibiliy written: Complete Name, Address (including 
City/State and Country/ZIP), Phone Number, Email (if available). 

□ Check or Money Order Enclosed (please use envelope) 

□ Visa/MC/AmEx #:_ 


Exp. Date_/_Signature: _ 

Sizes and quantities are limited. Prices do not include shipping. No Refunds. 

Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery ©2008. Soldier 01 Fortune b arefllslere<it™iemari(.All riQtosreserved. 


▼ COVERT OPS TEE 

Green, heavyweight 100% pre¬ 
shrunk cotton shortsfeeve. 
M-L-XL (2XL - 3XL Add £ 2) 


OF lyiuiXE 


Three ways to order: Online at www.sofmag.com, Call toll free 
j 800-999-9718, or send Money Order/Visa/MC/AmEx To: 

Soldier Of Fortune Logowear PO Box 18478 • Anaheim, CA 92817 
j Item Circle Size Qty. Price Total 

Green Flight Jacket S - M - L - XL _ 129.00 _ 

XXL-XXXL _ 131.00 _ 

Black Satin Jacket S - M - L - XL _ 69.00 _ 

XXL - XXXL _ 71.00 _ 

SOF Black Polo Shirt M-L-XL _ 34.95 _ 

2XL-3XL _ 36.95 __ 

Covert Ops Green Tee M-L-XL _ 19.95 _ 

2XL-3XL _ 21.95 _ 

SOF MP5 Black Tee M-L-XL _ 19.95 _ 

2XL-3XL _ 21.95 _ 

Rhodesian Army White Tee M-L-XL _ 19.95 _ 

2XL-3XL _ 21.95 _ 

Shipping/Handling: $7 first item, $1.50 each add’l item: _ 

Sales tax may apply TOTAL: _ 
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Meeting the needs ot 
the Future Warfighter... 

Today 


Makers of high quality nylon gear. View all of our products online. 

www.tacticaltailor.com 

12715 Pacific IIvv v SW. Lakewood WA, 98499 I SA. 253-984-7854 







NDIA 2006, Part II: Live-Fire Demo 


The most impressive LMG at the demo was 
M60E4 from U.S. Ordnance. Amounting 
to a giant product improvement in the con¬ 
ventional M60 LMG, this model has literally 
resulted in a whole new gun, and will take 
the M60 platform well into the 21st Century. 
For info contact www.usord.com. 


Every year, the National Defense 
Industrial Association, which traces 
its history to the American Defense 
Preparedness Association (ADPA) 
founded in 1919, and the National Se¬ 
curity Industrial Association (NSIA) 
founded in 1944, holds a get-together 
that can be described as a SHOT Show 
of products with either exclusive or 
special military application. A non¬ 
partisan, non-profit educational asso¬ 
ciation, the NDIA is headquartered in 
Arlington, Virginia, and is dedicated 
to keeping America strong, free and 
safe - as in, Peace Through Superior 
Firepower. (For information, contact 
the NDIA at: 705-522-1820 or www. 
ndia.org.) 

In the summer of 2006, the NDIA 
Show, awards ceremony and lectures 
were held in Albuquerque, New Mex¬ 
ico. The public does not get invited 
to attend these functions, so we were 
pleased to be a surrogate shooter for 
SOF readers interested in the leading 
edge of arms development. The last 
day reserved time for live-fire demon¬ 
strations at a local range. 

One of the first things to catch my 


eye was a ground robot equipped with 
an FN M240B LMG. Being remotely 
operated, the tracked robot was about 
100 feet away from the operator, who 
sat at a picnic table in the shade, to the 
rear of the firing line. I watched and 
photographed as the man in charge 
gave orders over a wireless commo 
system to the operator: “Go forward, 
stop, traverse, OK, fire single shots at 
targets of choice, fire bursts at target 
of choice,” and etc. The device worked 
fine and I snapped photos between 
100-round belts of ammo, for about 
500 rounds worth. 

Moving down the line I fired a host 
of small arms that had been displayed 
at the NDIA Show. However, along 
with other companies whose weapons 
were not ready to be demonstrated, 
Heckler & Koch and FN did not par¬ 
ticipate in the demo, so I was unable 
to test fire these firearms. By noon 
busses filled with spectators arrived 
at the range. 

While the following photos will 
tell the rest of the story, one incident 
stood out early on at the demonstra¬ 
tion. This involved the remote con¬ 


trolled robot with the M240B mount¬ 
ed on it, a 300-pound device running 
on two caterpillar tracks. 

Caution: Suribachi Shot Coming... 

Since I had earlier taken a dozen 
photos of this robot moving and fir¬ 
ing, I didn’t bother to do so after the 
crowd arrived. However, this time at 
least 200 people were standing be¬ 
tween the remote operator and the 
man communicating to him via radio. 

I had been standing at the right side 
of the firing line near Master Sgt. Steve 
Holland, of 5 th Special Forces Group 
(ABN). Sgt. Holland is a weapons 
expert and Master Sniper Instructor 
based at Ft. Campbell, Kentucky, and 
like other military personnel present 
was dressed in his full Army Camou¬ 
flage Uniform (ACU). I watched as a 
] 00-round belt of 7.62mm NATO am¬ 
munition was loaded into the M240 
LMG. However, wanting to get some 
photos at the other end of the line, I 
moved to a location about 35 yards to 
the left of Sgt. Holland and the robot, 
about 10 minutes before its turn came 
to fire. 
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140. Its great range and accuracy were impressive, but 
the weapon is relatively heavy when fully loaded, (www. 
Mflkor.com) 

(below) This industry member demonstrates a 7.62mm 
NATO Minigun mounted on an armored car. This is small- 
arms firepower at its best. (www.DlllonPreclsion.com) 


(left) Colonel David Lutz, USMC (Ret.), 
demonstrated fast hits with Knight 
Armament’s new Ml 10 (at left) and Mk 
11 rifles, with and without suppres¬ 
sors mounted. Leopold Mark IV Sniper 
scopes are mounted on both rifles. 
( www.knightarmco. com) 


(right) Many rounds of standard and medium-range 
40mm practice grenades were fired through the MGL- 
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Here the M240B equipped robot is fired from 100yards. It worked 
perfectly, before the crowd arrived. - / ^ 


Story continued on page 80** ^ 
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The KAC/PDW’s designer, /Iff. C. fitert Knight. 
Jr., demonstrates the weapon during the NDIA 
Show in New Mexico. There was almost no tail 
recoil and the gun was extremely conirbUahie. 


Tech Review 
Of The PDW To 
Make All 
Others Obsolete! 

"Text Rhotos by 

Gary Raul Johnso 


Long recognized as one of the 
world’s great arms designers, Mr. C. 
Reed Knight, Jr., President of Knight’s 
Armament Company (KAC), has de¬ 
signed and produced a great variety of 
firearms, sound suppressors, ammu¬ 
nition and accessories. Many of these 
products are standard issue with the 
U.S. military and others. 

In the late-1980’s, Mr. Knight en¬ 
tered into a partnership of sorts with 
his close friend, Eugene Stoner, who 
designed the renowned 7.62x51mm 
NATO AR-10 rifle while at the origi¬ 
nal Armalite Division of Fairchild 


Company, in Costa Mesa, California. 
As an aside, although the AR-10 was 
not adopted (for political reasons) 
Mr. Stoner never dropped his original 
idea, and in 1991 designed a varia¬ 
tion of it that incorporated some parts 
commonality with the 5.56x45mm 
NATO caliber AR-15 (M16) rifle. The 
result was the Stoner Rifle - 25 (SR- 
25), 25 being the sum total of adding 
10 and 15. 

The SR-25 was such a success that 
a special version of it was later ad¬ 
opted by the U.S. Navy SEALs as the 
Mk 11 Sniper Rifle. In 2005 a varia¬ 
tion of the Mk 11 
was submitted to 
the U.S. Army’s 
Semi-Automatic 
Sniper System 
Program as the 
XM110. After 
exhausting tests, 


the KAC XM110 candidate was of¬ 
ficially adopted as the Ml 10 in early 
2006, along with a KAC designed 
sound suppressor. The entire pack¬ 
age including its Hardigg hard carry¬ 
ing case is finished in the Army’s new 
Flat Dark Earth (FDE) color in order 
to help defeat enemy thermal imaging 
devices. 

To digress a bit, KAC also designed 
and produces an entire line of AR- 
15/M 16 variants in its SR-15 family 
of rifles and carbines. Amounting to 
a highly refined AR-15, the SR-15 is 
specially tailored for top performance 
and accuracy using the finest materi¬ 
als available. This brief history is in¬ 
tended to bring the reader up to speed 
not only with KAC’s experience in 
producing AR-10/M 16 style weapons, 
but also to set the stage for the latest 
defensive weapon from this innova¬ 
tive company. 



The KAC/PDW bore the iogo of TSWG - Technical Support Working Group 
- the new agency set up to bring leading-edge technology to bear in the 
Global War on Terrorism by facilitating the development and issue of new 
tools for specialized tactical forces trained for assault operations. The Tacti¬ 
cal Operations Subgroup supports counterterrorist operators such as special 
forces, FBI-HRT, DOE nuclear security teams, Department of State, and the 
Secret Service. 
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The Personal Defense Weapon 

For the past 20 years or so there 
has been an accelerated movement 
to develop a modem shoulder-fired 
weapon for close-range defense, a 
weapon offering easy concealment, 
good range and great terminal ballis¬ 
tics. Of course such a concept is not 
new and began a century ago with the 
stocked pistols and early submachine 
guns. Many similar contemporary 
weapons also fire “pistol” cartridges 
and were designed to fill the same role 
in mind. In between came the U.S. 30 
Carbine, Ml & M2, which fired a car¬ 
tridge that looked like a pistol round, 
but performed more like a light rifle 
cartridge, and had an effective range 
of 200 meters. 

It was this type of performance 
that inspired the more recent develop¬ 
ments, which have spawned the tide 
of Personal Defense Weapon (PDW). 
Unlike the assault rifle, which was 
developed to both protect a position 
from assault and also be capable of 
assaulting an enemy position, the 
role of the PDW is to protect against 
an assault, especially when a VIP is 
involved. 

The problem has been that most 
of the contemporary PDWs have ei¬ 
ther been chambered for a true pistol 
cartridge, or a small caliber, short, 
botdenecked cartridge, such as the 
7.63x25mm (.30 Mauser). While 
resembling a rifle cartridge, the per¬ 
formance of these rounds is relatively 
limited. Worse is that the weapons 
that fire them do not seem to have 
been designed to be held or fired by 
an average size human being. 

One of the main problems of some 
of these weapons is they are different 
from what most of the free world’s 
warriors are used to fighting with. 
I can sum it up with the terms “er¬ 
gonomic” and “user friendly.” Most 
of today’s free-world fighters insist 
on weapons with controls similar to 
those of M16/M4 weapons. 

Knight’s Armament Cnmpany 

For the past several years, Mr. 
Reed Knight has been actively in¬ 
volved in conceiving, designing and 
developing the “perfect” PDW The 
catalyst for this was a growing dis¬ 
content with the submachine gun, as 
well as a lack of both mechanical and 
political support, but especially from 
a performance standpoint. 

With the requirement for a 300- 
meter accurate and effective range, it 


was clear that the 
performance of the 
9x19mm cartridge 
was nowhere close 
to meeting it. In 
addition, the SMG 
weighed about sev¬ 
en pounds, and the 
maximum weight of 
a new PDW was set 
at 4.5 pounds. The 
SMG was finally on 
its way out. While 
a number of new 
PDW rounds were 
tested, they could 
not perform to the 
300m threshold in 
which operators 
commonly live, 
fight and die. 

At the 2006 
SHOT Show in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, 

Reed Knight took 
me aside to show 
me a new weapon 
he had developed, 
but not before he 
swore me to se¬ 
crecy. The gun he 
showed me was an 
extensively tested 
prototype of his 
new KAC/PDW. 

A descendant 
of one of the de¬ 
signs Reed Knight 
submitted to the 
Special Operations Forces Combat 
Assault Rifle (SCAR or SOFCAR) 
Program, the KAC/PDW bears a re¬ 
markable resemblance to the M4A1 
Carbine, and is, to a large extent, a 


Knight Armament Company 
Personal Defense Weapon 

USA. 

C. Reed Knight, Jr. 

6x35mm PDW (.243) 

2425 fps (739m/s). 

Short Stroke Gas Pistons (2). 

Positively locked 2-lug rotating holt (AK-type). 
Selective: 

Semi-automatic, burst and full automatic. 

10-inch (254mm) and 8-inch (203mm). 

(10-inch bhl); 

(stock extended) 

28-inches (711mm). 

(stock folded) 

13.5- inches (435mm). 

(8-inch bbl); 

(stock extended) 

2G-inches (GG0.4mm). 

(stock folded) 

17.5- inches (444.5mm). 

(gun only with 10-inch bbL) 4.5 pounds (2.05 kg.). 
G grooves, l-in-10-inch (254mm) RHT. 

30-round box magazine. 

3-position safety selector. 

GOO rounds per minute. 

(front) Flip-up post adjustable for elevation, 
(rear) Flip-up aperture adjustable for windage, 
(optics) Ml913 top rail accommodates any 
optical sight system. 

Matte black polymer. 

MilStd and hard-anodized matte black. 

To be announced. 

miniature of that weapon. With a 
standard barrel length of 10-inches 
(8-inches optional), the KAC/PDW 
has an overall length of just 19.5 
inches with its folding stock folded 



Specifications: 


Country of Origin: 
Designer: 
Caliber: 
Muzzle Velocity: 
System of Operation: 
Method of Locking: 
■type of Fire: 

Barrel Length: 
Overall Length: 


Weight 
Rate of Twist 
Feed Device 
Safety 
Rate of Fire 
Sights 


Stock Furniture 
Finish 
Price 
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(top) The 254mm barrel and203mm barrel KAC/PDW’s are seen to - 
gether for comparison. (middle) The 245mm barrel KAC/PDW (be¬ 
low) is seen with the KAC 5.56x45mm M4 style carbine, (bottom) 
Here the 203mm barrel KAC/PDW is seen with its sound suppressor 
mounted , compared with the 254mm barrel model above. 


and 28 inches with it extended. The 
unloaded weight of the 10-inch barrel 
model is 4.5 pounds. 

Some of the reasons for the KAC/ 
PDW’s ultra-light weight are its spe¬ 
cially machine-lightened barrel, its 
skeletonized buttstock and its bolt 
group. Unlike the bolt group of the 
M4, that of the PDW is kin to the Ka¬ 
lashnikov. In the KAC/PDW the AK 
style bolt group is semi-captive in its 
own sub-unit framework, and comes 
out of the upper receiver assembled 
as such with its own recoil spring. 
The bolt group is lighter than that of 
the M4, but this is one of the elements 
of the KAC/PDW 1 was not allowed to 
photograph. 

One thing 1 was (with some hesita¬ 
tion) allowed to photograph was the 
special logo of the U.S. Government 
entity for whom the KAC/PDW was 
developed, the new Technical Sup¬ 
port Working Group. 


Unique Muzzle Brake 

On its unique com¬ 
bination muzzle brake/ 
flash hider either of the 
KAC/PDW’s barrels will 
accept a KAC sound sup¬ 
pressor. This flash hider 
is one of the secrets of 
the PDW’s high degree 
of controllability and it 
reminds me of the device 
designed by Gene Stoner 
on the early AR-10 pro¬ 
totypes, and later on his 
FARC-3 rifle. This early 
somewhat complex de¬ 
vice appears to have been 
patterned after the muz¬ 
zle brake on the WW II 
German FG-42 rifle, but 
on the KAC/PDW it is 
quite simple in operation 
if not in manufacture. 

With a restricted front 
end this muzzle brake 
acts as a baffle to halt 
forward moving high 
velocity gasses behind 
the bullet. This gas then 
pushes forward against 
the baffle to dampen 
felt recoil, with the gas¬ 
ses then vented out 
through one hundred or 
so tiny exhaust holes in 
the sides and top of the 
brake. In addition to fur¬ 
ther controlling muzzle 
flip, these holes break up 
muzzle flash. 

Dual Short-Stroke Gas Pistons 

Operating the PDW’s bolt car¬ 
rier are dual short-stroke gas pistons, 
each with its own spring, which are 
activated from dual gas cylinders off 
each side of the gas block/front sight 
base. I was not allowed to photograph 
these either, but all recoil and piston 
springs are housed inside of the gun. 
With the exception of the right-side¬ 
folding stock, all other aspects of the 
KAC/PDW are pretty much true to 
M4/MI6 configuration. However, be¬ 
cause of the AK-style bolt group and 
role the KAC/PDW was designed to 
fill, there is no ejection port cover on 
the upper receiver. 

Also interesting is the arrangement 
and number of the cross pins in the 
KAC/PDW’s fire control group. There 
are three, one for the hammer and one 
for the trigger, as in the Ml 6, but in 
the PDW there is an additional pin 


Aimpoint, Inc. 

14103 Mariah Ct., Dept. SOF 
Chantilly, VA 20151 USA 
877-246-7646 

www.aImpoirit.com 

A.R.M.S., Inc. 

230 West Center St., Dept. SOF 
West Bridgewater, MA 02379 USA 
508-584-7816 

www.armsmounts.com 

Blackhawk Products 

4850 Brookside Ct., Dept. SOF 
Norfolk, VA 23502 USA 
800-694-5263 

www.blackhawk.com 

Boonie Packer Products 

P.O. Box 12517, Dept. SOF 
Salem, OR 97309 USA 
800-477-3244 

www.REDI-MAG.COM 

Eotech 

3600 Green Ct, #400, Dept. SOF 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
734-741-8868 

www.eotech-inc.com 

Falcon Ind. 

PO. Box 1690, Dept. SOF 
Edgewood, NM 87015 USA 
877-281-3783 

www.ergogrips.net 

GPS, LLC 

PO. Box 600624. Dept. SOF 
Jacksonville, FL 32259 USA 
800-471-3144 

www.grippod.com 

Hardigg Industries 

147 N. Main St., Dept. SOF 
South Deerfield, MA 01373 USA 
800-542-7344 

www.hardigg.com 

Horriady 

Box 1848., Dept. SOF 
Grand Island, NE 68803 USA 

www.hornady.com 

Magpul Ind. 

P.O. Box 17697, Dept. SOF 
Longmont, CO 80308 USA 
877-4MAG PUL 

www.magpul.com 

Sling Systems/IBD 

1090 W. Edmundson Ave., Dept. SOF 
Morgan Hill, CA 95037 USA 
877-50 SLING 

www.SLINGSYSTEM.COM 

Surefire, LLC 

18300 Mt. Baldy Cir., Dept. SOF 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
800-828-8809 

www.surefire.com 

Trijicon, Inc. 

P.O. Box 930059, Dept. SOF 
Wixom, MI 48393 USA 
800-338-0563 

www.trijicom.com 

Wilderness Tactical 

1608 W. Hatcher Rd., Dept. SOF 
Phoenix, AZ 85021 USA 
800-775-5650 

www.thewilderness.com 
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Survival is a black and white issue... 

There are those out there who wish to destroy us. They do not care about our 
beliefs, our communities^^our ^pdr^J&heir goal is simply to murder us en 
masse through cowardly arid;,d0s||ptlJe : fhethods. Their supporters are legion 
and infest the public, the global media, and the United Nations like insects in 
desperate need of extermin|tt|oj|vr^ 

Still, there are many others who don't hide shamefully behind the 'body 
armor' of innocent women and children. Who stand proud in defense of 
democracy and freedom. Who hold that all people are created equal in the 
eyes of God. It is we who shall win; who shall prevail over the radical 
Islamists who seek to pervert international justice and destroy the peace and 
tranquility of the world's honorable peoples. 



WWW.RjGODLEWSKf.COM 


R.J.GODLEWSKI, AUTHOR AND NOVELIST 




(left) This close-up illustrates the detail of the PDW’s barrel machining and unique muzzle brake/flash suppressor, (right) Here the retainers for the PDW’s 
fire control pins is seen. There are three pins instead of the M16’s two. 


for the auto sear, and this arrange¬ 
ment appears to be similar to that of 
the FN-FAL, due to the PDW’s very 
short bolt carrier. The pins also have 
heads and enter from the left side of 
the receiver. A steel retainer on the 
right side of the receiver holds the 
pins in place. 

When folded, the stock is secured 
by a steel stud implanted in the right 
side of the lower receiver. 

There is some small parts com¬ 
monality with the M4 and the receiver 
sections are made of 7075T6 aircraft 
grade alloy. The KAC/PDW has ambi¬ 
dextrous QD sling mounts front and 
rear as well as three locations for a 


single point sling, such as those of¬ 
fered by Wilderness Tactical, Boonie 
Packer, Sling Systems, Blackhawk 
and others. 

Other Tactical Additions 

Coming standard with an M1913 
MilStd flattop upper receiver, the 
KAC/PDW has a monolithic rail hand- 
guard system and uses KAC’s flip-up 
BUIS. On the top rail can be mounted 
any optical system including the Aim- 
point Comp, Eotech and Trijicon that 
are already in the system. The side 
rails will accommodate KAC hand- 
guard panels, lights and lasers, and 
the bottom rail will mount the KAC 


vertical foregrip. However, on the 
bottom rail I would opt for the GPS 
GripPod, which instantly becomes 
a robust bipod while adding only 7 
ounces to the gun. 

Also in development by GPS is an 
offset M1913 mount that will mount 
its own lightweight polymer M1913 
rail at either 5 o’clock or 7 o’clock. 
This rail will place a push-button end 
cap light in the ideal location for the 
thumb of either support hand and do 
away with wires and all the problems 
they bring to a mission. One of the 
best of these lights is SureFire’s new 
lightweight Scout Light. 

To keep the PDW able to be easily 


Inner City Defense Pencil 


* Portable, Concealable 
Unnoticable but Effective 
Protection for Men &Women 

* Contains spring activated 

TEMPERED CARBON STEEL ROD 
GROUND LIKE SYRINGE NEEDLE 

* One handed operation 

* Moving parts silver soldi 

* Made from high quality 
steel drafting tool. Used 

BY MANY USA AGENCIES 
WITH MANY SENT 
TO OUR COMBAT 
TROOPS ABROAD 



For same day shipping, 

ORDER TOLL FREE 

1 (866) 780-0430 

OR EMAIL FOR MORE INFO TO: 
info@innercityandtravelsurvival.com 
Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover, or cash, 

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

Inner City and Travel Survival Co. 
P.O. Box 10155, Bainbridge Is, WA 98110 
One Pencil $ 34-95 + $ 4-95 S&H 
3 Pencils $104.85 Post Paid 
6 Pencils $175.00 Post Paid 
i 2 Pencils $300.00 Post Paid 


PROFESSIONAL LOCKSMITHING TOOLS 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
(INCLUDES S ITEMS) 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET $59.95 

1- SCHALGE WAFER SET $29.95 

1-SESAMEE DECODER $17.95 

1- WKS PICKS $9.95 

1- DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS $19.95 
A VALUE OF $137.75 


ALL OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS 

IN STOCK! 


Catalog $3.00 — FREE with order. Allow three weeks 
delivery on personal check orders. Money Orders ship 
same day received. 

All ma]or credit cards accepted. 

ESBHHS 

The law requires all purchases be made In good faith, without 
make believe or fraud by genuine persons within the Industry. 



MONTHLY SPECIAL 


FOLDING POCKET PICKSET 


This folding knife 
set has the 
smallest handle 
of any tool of this 
type and yet 
- holds 6 picks and 
a tension tool. Its only 1/4 thick and 
3 inches long. The housing has a 
removable pocket clip, a nd a ho le 
for those who like 
the key ring option. 



Send Payment To: 

STEVE ARNOLD’S GUN ROOM 
P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF08 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 
www.gun-room.com 

Postage & handling $8.00. Overseas postage add 
30% of total. Must be 18 years of age. 
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This close-up shows the PDW’s folding stock mechanism and sling mounts. 


stowed in the smallest of 
places, the M16A2 pis¬ 
tol grip has been highly 
modified by thinning and 
shortening its length. 

However, the weapon 
will also accept any after- 
market pistolgrip such as 
those from ERGO, Mag- 
pull, TangoDown and 
others. 

Instead of being flut¬ 
ed, the barrel’s exterior is 
machined with alternat¬ 
ing depressions in a pat¬ 
ented process developed 
by KAC. The result is a 
barrel that is at least as 
strong as fluting, and with the same 
cooling features and weight reduction. 
However, there is yet another reason 
for the KMC/PDW being lighter than 
the M4. 

6x35mm PDW 

Designed entirely around a brand 
new short .243 caliber cartridge made 
by Hornady exclusively for KAC, the 
receiver/magazine-well section of the 
KAC/PDW is 1/3-inch shorter than 
those elements of the M4 and that 


includes the magazine. This because 
the overall length (OAL) of the KAC/ 
PDW 6x35mm cartridge is .32-inch 
shorter than that of the 5.56x45mm 
NATO cartridge. 

The 6mm Hornady bullet fired 
by the KAC/PDW is of the open tip 
match (OTM) type and weighs 65 
grains. This bullet is loaded in front 
of a proprietary propellant that was 
designed especially for the cartridge 
by Mr. David Emary, Chief Ballisti- 
cian for Hornady Mfg. The 6x35mm 


PDW cartridge is based 
on a modified .221 Fire¬ 
ball case, which itself is 
a shortened derivative of 
the .223 case. 

Fired from the 10- 
inch barrel, the 6x35mm 
sends its 65-grain bullet 
at 2,425 fps with an im¬ 
pressive 848 ft. lbs. This 
is almost as fast as the 
5.56x45mm NATO bul¬ 
let from a 10-inch barrel 
and has 74 additional ft. 
lbs. of energy. Compare 
this with 310-ft. lbs. for 
the 4.6x3Omm cartridge 
and 390-ft. lbs. for the 
5.8x28mm round. The 6x35mm PDW 
is a totally useful cartridge out to 300 
meters. The 6x35mm cartridge can 
use virtually any .243/6mm bullet. 

Currently, 20- and 30-round maga¬ 
zines exist for the KAC/PDW in pro¬ 
totype, and all have been completely 
machined from solid blocks of aircraft 
quality alloy in two halves and then 
welded together, and they are of un¬ 
believable quality. However, produc¬ 
tion magazines will be molded from 
translucent polymer. 


If you have to ask 
Who? 

R.J. Godlewski /god less key/ n. la novelist lb 
author of The Gatestrian Knights 2 
counterterrorism advocate and author 3 patriot 4 
veteran 5 international risk consultant 6 
Founder of the International Nuclear 
Emergency response Team (INERT) 

THE GATESTRIAN KNIGHTS (Jason Task series #1) 
Hardcover fiction 1-59682-064-0, 224 pages 

Devastated by the loss of his wife, Jason Task has spent thirteen years creating 
wealth through various businesses including his infamous Tactical 
Extractions , Ltd., a business entity whose sole purpose is to rescue endangered 
individuals from the clutches of tyranny. Fully understanding the global reach 
of evil, he has decided that the time has come to launch a full-scale assault on 
those who choose to deliberately destroy innocent human lives. He has the 
resources. He has the motivation. Now he has the attitude ... 

Read an excerpt of R.J. Godlewski's action/adventure series at: 
http://writers.fultus.com/godlewski/ebooks/The_Gatestrian_Knights.pdf 

©2006 Road Sailor Enterprises 







Get a $5 rebate and bookplate signed by the 
Author - Send this ad, Trafford receipt, 
name and address to: P. S. Spock 
1529 Yardal Road, State College, Pa. 16801 


SpeciaCOffer III 

New Vietnam War Novel 


Events are as real as the pages of the hook 
Joanne Kiggins - Columnist & Reviewer 
Meticulous research stands out in this novel 
Mike Hawkins - Historian & Writer 
A book that will keep you turning the pages 
Dawn O’Bryan - Writer & Reviewer 
For book excerpts and order info go to 

www.Trafford.coin/05-3202 
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Tanto 

T-79 


F-78 

Fighter 


Knife Shop 


www.onestopknifeshop.com 

TACTICAL 
S mmPLOTHING 


£ 511-72157 

Mens Long Sleeve 

■ * 

Tactical Shirt 
*****Only $ 39 . 99 ! 


SC-95G 
ONLY $122. 


SPYDERCO 

MANIX 

X 

99 


1.866.BUY. 1SKS 

Order Toll Free (1.866.289.1757) 

Info Line: 1.502.671.5510 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 10AM EST - 6PM EST 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DISCOVER - MONEY ORDER 
****‘NO PERSONAL CHECKS!***** 

OneStopKnifeShop.com 
Mailing Address: 340 Production Court 
Louisville KY 40299 

(INCLUDE $10 FOR UPS GROUHD SHIPPING) 

All prices subject to change without notice 


of vour dreams at the price of a production rifle. 

DSC STAR 15 RIFLE 




MASTERS OF DEFENSE 

MPAK Military Personnel 
Automatic Knife 


Official Issue! 

CAM-2534 

Only $49.99! 


CAMILLUS 

PARATROOPER 
SWITCHBLADE 


The Star-15 is the same design carried by millions of soldiers around the free world. The 
semi auto STAR-15 uses the same mil-spec parts as its brother, the M-I6. All parts are 
anodized or parkerized for maximum durability. 


Weight: 8 lbs. Overall Length: 38 1/4" 

• A-2 or flattop upper..4774.95 

• Flattop w/ detachable carrying handle.483955 


This is the lighter weight semi-automatic carbine version. Don’t let the smaller size fool 
you, this carbine is a tack driving powerhouse. Only mil-spec parts are used in the 
construction of this fine carbine. AH parts are anodized or parkerized for maximum 
durability. Weight; 7 lbs. Overall Length: 34 1/4” 


• A-2 or flattop upper.....$77455 

• Flattop w/ detachable carrying handle.«... 483955 


MOD-MP/ 
MOD-MR/ 

Only $ 1 


The Star DS-4 is the semi-auto version of the M-4 Carbine the U.S. military elite units used 
with devastating results to the enemy in Afghanistan and Iraq. It features a 16" chrome moly 
steel, 1x9 twist barrel with an A-2 flash suppressor and a precision machine cut M-203 
mounting groove. Also comes with our DS-4 handguards and a 6 position DS-4 
buttstock to make this a complete M-4 style weapon. 


Weight: 63/4 lbs. Overall Length: 35 1/2” 

• A-2 or flattop upper.$87455 

* Flattop w/ detachable carrying handle... $93955 


DSC STARCAR CARBINE 


Our Super Match rifle meets the needs of LJB. snipers, varmint hunters, long range plinkers 
and match shooters. This rifle features a Super Match stainless steel barrel available in 1x8 
or 1x10 twist. It also has the picatinny rail gas block and two piece NM free-float round 
handguards. 

• Flattop or hi-rise upper.... 487455 


DSC STAR DS-4 CARBINE RIFLE 


DSC 20 " SUPER MATCH RIFLE 
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LOGOWGAR 
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X 

ayy-rn ►sof polo 

Red & white embroidery on black 
100% preshrunk cotton 

M - L - XL (2XL - 3XL Add *2) 


Order online atwww.sofmag.com, or call toll free 


800-999-9718 Sizes and quantities are limited. 
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Downrange 

Reed Knight formally introduced 
the KAC/PDW at the 2006 National 
Defense Industry Association in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico in May, 
2006. After the meetings, Reed and 
Trey Knight prepared to demonstrate 
the guns to ND1A spectators at a local 
Albuquerque gun club range. Arriv¬ 
ing early, 1 was able to watch the two 
fire hundreds of rounds through the 
two sample guns, as well as test fire 
it myself. 

Not only did 1 notice that the guns 
had virtually no climb when fired by 
Reed and Trey, but I had the same ex¬ 
perience when 1 fired it. I would esti¬ 
mate that the KAC/PDW had roughly 
75% less recoil than a 5.56x45mm 
NATO M4A1 Carbine. For me it felt 
more like firing a pellet rifle or an 
M4 with Summit ion cartridges. No 
targeting was possible due to the 25- 
yard range we were using, but Reed 
and Trey Knight, and others who have 
tested the PDW report the guns to be 
capable of minute of angle (MOA) ac¬ 
curacy. 

With the coming of the KAC/PDW, 
Knight’s Armament Company has 


capitalized the word “DEFENSE” in 
Personal Defense Weapons. 

While the KAC/PDW will be avail¬ 
able in semi-automatic only, burst-fire 
and standard selective fire, there are 
no plans to make a 16-inch barrel “ci¬ 
vilian” version at present, but with 
this new cartridge and platform, the 
sky is the limit. You can expect to see 
a proprietary hard case for the KAC/ 
PDW from Hardigg and I predict that 
you can also sit back and watch the 
6x35mm cartridge live a life all its 
own. In the meantime, for information 
on all its superb products, contact 


Knight’s Armament Company, 701 Co¬ 
lumbia Blvd., Dept. SOF, Titusville, FL 
32780; phone: 321-607-9900, on the 

web at www.knightarmco.com. ^ 

WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: Any content in this publication, in¬ 
cluding technical data, reports of any activities, informahon, events 
and circumstances under controlled situations and under super¬ 
vised control have not been tested nor approved nor were under the 
control of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. Reports are transmitted from 
independent sources to which SOF has no obligation nor control. 
The data is transmitted for reporting events by the author. Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine, its agents, officers, consultants nor any other 
individual or entity reject any and all responsibility for any reporting 
in this publication. Any reports in this publication do not provide 
detail for comprehensive safety techniques, training techniques, , 
training precautions that are absolutely essential for any covered or 
similar activity. The reader MUST not attempt any reported activity, 
technique or use of equipment based upon any reports in this publi¬ 
cation. Comprehensive training, guidance and supervision is always 
necessary when engaging in any activity of which any report in this 
publication mentions or gives any reference to. 



Firelights in close quarter environments are 
mm by fast accurate target acquisition. 
Locking onto the target fast means you 
win. The alternative is not an option. The ; 

graphic Weapon sight delivers m 
unmatched speed gains... and ]s the 
solution. ^ 


Standardized by IJSSOCOM, the 
IIWS is deployed with elite special 
forces and SWAT teams the world 
over. It features passive operation 
with no muzzle side signature and j 
compatibility with all night J 
vision systems. Battle proven in ■ 
Iraq and Afghanistan the 11 WS A 
is waterproof, shockproof, 
tiigprnuf and adapts easily to 
virtually any tactical weapon 
platform. fl 
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EOTech 

Pari of lh© L-3 EO/fR GROUP 


3600 GREEN COURT SUITE 400 

Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 

Tel (734)741-8868 Fax(734)741-8221 


Made In USA www.eotech-inc.com 
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Bush and Chirac Have Something in Common 
Exit Strategies Can be a Bitch 


wes DeBay/ 


1 oto 


- ■„% /-/"'■r 

x -,\*s " y v: f r.s^> 

Specially modified Peugeot P-4 4x4s are used by pathfinders io y »- 
patrol , ftere in the Bangeio area. The vehicle is armed #M i s .5/? / 

/Wa Deuce, and an A NM 7. ISZmm NATO medium machine gun. f 

mmmamk. 


1: • 
. . ■ 


Em^SsJe 

■ 1 ’-4 '■* ? ■• -■.-, 

■ . 


WKM 


I II I' 1 ' I 


■■y .IV *T^ '7. 


- 


■3E 

f%r 1 ^ 


1, 


mmSm 

. . tWP j'Jl . 1 -■ r ‘“ 




• . ' . 


KM 

T&b~ 1 jJ 






• >* 


r 






SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! • www.SDfmag.com 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNG ^ DGCGl 


MIgr soHl 


5H 














The former colonial 
powers of Europe who had 
split the African subconti¬ 
nent among themselves in 
the 18 th and 19 th Centuries, 
found themselves turn¬ 
ing political power back 
over to indigenous peoples 
during the 20 th Century. 

Some, such as Germany, 
the Netherlands, Belgium 
and Portugal were simply 
not in a position to do any¬ 
thing else. The major colo¬ 
nial powers of England and 
France found themselves in 
a similar position, the major 
difference being one of mag¬ 
nitude. Divestiture was not an easy 
process, but political realities over¬ 
whelmed the financial considerations 
that had driven the colonial powers to 
help themselves to Africa’s bounty in 
the first place. Due to the inevitable 
incoming tide of history, with a boost 
from liberation movements sponsored 
by the former Soviet Union, the best 
the old colonial powers could hope 
for was to leave in place, regimes that 
would want to continue to trade their 
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The men of the 4th Company sniper team operate as true snip¬ 
ers, as opposed to the designated marksmen at the combat 
group ievel. They are divided into four teams of two men each: 
one observer and the sniper. Weapons include the FR-F2 7.62 
NATO caiiber rifle, and the PGM HECATE anti-materiel rifle in 
.50 (12.7) Browning. Ghiiiie suits are often improvised or modi¬ 
fied by the troops themselves. 

natural resources for European cur¬ 
rency and technology, and humanitar¬ 
ian aid. 

The success of this strategy has 
been spotty at best, as the colonial 
powers had no early interest in build¬ 
ing stable governments that would 
compete with them for control, and 
thus left the former colonies largely 
adrift in a sea of anarchy, where the 
most common islands of stability were 
merely what was imposed by one spe- 


One of the weapons used at the company level is the ERYX, a powerful AT missile with a range of 600- 
800 meters, which can be fired from enclosed places. 
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French troops are supported by the ALAT (Aiation Legere de VArmee de Terre) Puma and Gazelle 
helicopters. The AT Gazelle shown here can mount the HOT missile, which are usually stored at the 
base. They are primarily used as an observation platform, with the all-weather/night I HVIANE camera , 
mounted here on the cockpit roof. 


cific leader in a parade of warring, self- 
serving tyrants. 

History will probably judge France 
to have been the more successful in 
returning what had become known as 
Francophone Africa to it own people, 
and this may well be because they had 
the common sense to either leave in 
place, or return when needed, with 


French military forces that could keep 
the lid on while the locals tried to sort 
themselves out. History is still at work 
in sub-Saharan Africa, and only time 
will reveal the outcome of this French 
strategy, but it would appear that it 
has been less unsuccessful than some 
others. A case in point would be the 
Ivory Coast. 


Preserving the Pearl 

After having developed into the 
“pearl of Western Africa” under the 
rule of the Father of the Nation Presi¬ 
dent Houmphet Boigny, the economy 
of the former French colony of the 
Ivory Coast started to decline in the 
latter part of the 1980s. During the 
1990s after the death of Boigny, the 
country began experiencing multiple 
problems, including ethnic clashes 
and a military coup that put in power 
General Guei. 

In 2001, Guei was forced to retire 
and President Laurent Gbagbo was 
elected. In September 2002, a military 
revolt erupted and rebels seized the 
north of the country. In the major port 
city of Abidjan, the minister of Interior 
and General Guei were assassinated, 
and there was an attempt on the life of 
the minister of defense. 

As the old colonial power in Ivory 
Coast, still in-country as a stabilizing 
influence, France launched operation 
Licome (Unicom), which firstly was to 
facilitate an evacuation of endangered 
foreigners, and grew into establish¬ 
ing a “zone of confidence” between 
Continued on page 58 
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INTERNATIONAL 
NUCLEAR EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE TEAM 


1941, 2001, or Anyone. 


Choose your enemy... 


The world is getting to be a very dangerous place. One full of terrorists, rogue 
nations, and opportunistic dictatorships. Add to this, a host of social ills, 
transitory politicians, impotent national organizations, illegitimate businesses 
and drug cartels and you have yourself an unstable powder keg ready to be 
touched off. Oh, did we mention that there are several thousand nuclear 
weapons hiding around somewhere ? 


r 




★ * ★ , 


There are many members of the Nuclear 
Club. Many more seek to join at any and 
all costs. They will lie, steal, cheat, bribe, 
and murder in order to gain entry into 
this exclusive fraternity. The current 
international watchdog agencies that have 
been charged with protecting the world 
are full of the same political ineptitude 
that launched weapons proliferation in 
the first place. Today, everyone's in on the 
game with no one playing referee. Until 
now... 

WWW.NUCLEARRESPONSE.ORG 

Satellite site at http://inert.rjgodlewski.com 


The INERT approach: 

> Track and analyze nuclear threats 
targeted against the United States 
and her allies; 

> Develop key technologies and 
techniques required for rapid 
response to nuclear and other 
WMD threats; 

> Partner with indigenous groups to 
thwart hostile leaders from gaining 
access to nuclear devices; 

> Work with international federal 
agencies to ensure that counter- 
nuclear intelligence is up-to-date. 




To learn more or to assist INERT (manufacturers, suppliers, etc.) contact: 
dir@nuclearresponse.org. Mbi Bcer.ua ojiarojjapHbi nojiyuuTb Koppecnofmemiifio ot Hamnx 
flpy3eii b Pocchhckoh OeaepauuH. INERT is a strong supporter of Phoenix Global Intelligence 
Services. Please visit them at www.phoenixintelligence.com. 

© 2006 International Nuclear Emergency Response Team, all rights mterPaL 

































ADVERTISING IN SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Can Get You RESULTS! 

Call Tom at 888-881-8009 or email him at 
tchambers19@cox.net for more information. 


“SOF is an excellent place to reach ‘military minded’ folks. The ‘Adventure Quartermaster’ 
section has really helped us get the word out about our new products and since Colonel 
Brown likes to try out the gear made by his advertisers in his own adventures, we’ve 
been lucky enough to appear in a few articles as well.” 

Jeff Wemmer • President • Spec-Ops Brand 
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WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: Any content in this publication, including technical data, reports of any activities, information, 
events and circumstances under controlled situations and under supervised control have not been tested nor approved nor 
were under the control of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. Reports are transmitted from independent sources to which SOF has 
no obligation nor control. The data is transmitted for reporting events by the author. Soldier of Fortune Magazine, its agents, 
officers, consultants nor any other individual or entity reject any and all responsibility for any reporting in this publication. Any 
reports in this publication do not provide detail for comprehensive safety techniques, training techniques, training precautions 
that are absolutely essential for any covered or similar activity. 
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We carry high quality military souvenirs 
We specialize in OIF t-shirts such as 
“My dad,” “My Son” is over there 


SHOOT 3GUN? 

www.landsharktactical.com 
Cen-Dex mag pouches 
Shotgun shell chest rigs 
Tactical gear 


FS COMMANDO KNIVES 



4.5" BLADE | 

Available in Black, OD, Desert Sand 
Round or Oval grip. 

ESA 937-644-2170 
www.esa-swords.com 
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New! MT-5 00HIUTARY BIKE 


» Legal 


ONLY $7,495/Offer 

Twin Cities Harley-Davidson 
763-786-9079 www.iebarley.com 



NaturalStrength.com 

Serious. Drug Free. Strength 
Training. One of the BEST sites 
on the web for truthful strength 
training information. 


LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED 

titles are now available from 
FS Book Company, 

P.O. Box 417457 Dept SF, 
Sacramento, CA 95841-7457. 

Catalog $2 www.fsbookco.com 
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POLICE MILITARY 
SIMULATOR 


[PRIVATE EYEI 


Have a life of intrigue, 
j t _ .excitement, adventure! 
Learn from the REAL 
m _I experts; 

Investigation • Sui*veillance • Skiptracing 
Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! United States Academy 

Call Or Write of Private Investigation 


ill Bin FifvVff 1 !:UJ 

tllllTMffl.HWi HmBUM 


VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 

“On The World Wide Web” 

www.spytechagency.com 

“On The Sunset Strip” 

8519-8521 W. Sunset Blvd. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
- Web Site Features - 
PI Agency • PI Academy • Spy Shop 
Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos!! 


20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 

_Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000_ 


Alice Gear, Flight Gear, Police, Survival, 
Black Ops, US Mil. Knives, Camping, 
Night Camo, Helmets & Boonie Hats! 
Online Catalog, www.olcnet.com 
2 Bucks for Print Catalog to OLCSF, 
POB 1618. Alamogordo. NM 88311 


U.S. MILITARY CAMO & 
PERSONAL EQUIPMENT 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

DVDs, VIDEOS, MAGAZINES 

New Selection - Family Recreation \ 
Sample DVD $35, video $25. foto-catalog S3 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles CA 90066 


Best Selection of 
Law Enforcement Supplies 
Anywhere! 

FREE 

CATALOG 


LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY 

888.642.0007 When ordering 
www.nles.com 


please mention | 
code: SOF 


#1 WORLD SUPPLIER 
P.A.I. BODY ARMOR 


New Mfg. 
NiJ Certified 
U.S. Gov. 
Approved 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$249.95 & UP 
W/ FREE TRAUMA 
PLATE 

AND TACTICAL VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$375.00 & UP 

Also Available Level III & IV 
Steel & Ceramic Plates 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 

E-Mail: interam@gate.net 
Shop online: www.interamer.com 


TOLL FREE / FREE CATALOG 

1 -888-299-9750 

SILVERMANS 


QuartTRlN. Olvera 
NEW from £250.00 
Automatic RN 
from £350.00 


R.M. Special 
Boat Service 
Divers 300mtr 
NEW £299.00 


Quartz'British 
GS 2000 
with Date 
NEW £89.99 


SAS 1940' Pattern Cammo Smock 
Excellent remake, Made to exacting 
style and detail of the original smock. 
NEW £69.99 * 


Genuine Military* M \ * 

Army, RAF & NavyL , 

Wool Ribbed Swe ate/j^y JfljP 
V-neck & Crew 

NEW£354H>®?£ 

Genuine issue SAS Windproof Smock 
windproof material NEW £90.00 
Desert also Avail NEW £95.00 
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mows® vmm 
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'Isommut tanyJcpJukj _ 

2 Harford St, Mite End London El 4PS England 

Prices subject to currant cat - check Air Mail p&p £20.00 
Phone or E-Mail for free catalogue quoting SOF 


POLICE/MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT 


BATONS 
BODY ARMOR 
HANDCUFFS 
METAL DETECTORS 
MINE DETECTORS 
OPTICS 
NIGHT VISION 
SPY EQUIPMENT 
BOMB BLANKETS 
BOMB SUITS 


FIRE GEAR 
HELMETS 
TEAR GAS 
STUN GUNS 

And much, 
much more... 


tamiami International 
Equipment, Inc. 

13615 S. Dixie Hwy. Suite 456 
Miami, FL 33176-7254 
Ph.: 305-235-8777 • Fax: 305-235-0603 
E-Mail: tamiaml@gate.net 
Shop online: www.tamiamiarmor.com 
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IS 
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INVESTIGATION 

PO Box 6600 • Nashua, NH 03063 • www.pvteyexwn 


WRITE 


MILITARY BOOKS ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Visit our website at: 

www.galago.co.za 

For regular updates e-mail: 

lemurimweb.co.za 


Y Add $9 S/H 
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7. Maxsell Corporation ? 

KUHlIICnAMM PO BOX 970057 K 

^ flip BH liTTffiH Coconut Creek, FL 33097 ^ 

^www.blankgunstore.com^ 
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rebels and government forces. 
Several times, both rebels and 
government forces tried to enter 
or breach the zone, and clashed 
with French Forces. 

The worst-case scenario came 
about in November 2004, when 
a government Sukhoi SU-25 
rocketed a French Army posi¬ 
tion in Bouake, killing nine sol¬ 
diers and one American civilian. 
In retaliation, soldiers of opera¬ 
tion Licorne destroyed the en¬ 
tire Ivoirian air force, which led 
to anti-French riots in Abidjan. 
The actual mission of Operation 
Licorne was to protect the blue 
helmets acting as peacekeepers 
in the zone de confiance and to 
monitor any restarting of the 
hostilities, as well to protect the 
civilian population who were 
constantly rocketed by both 
warring factions. 

Operation DDRE (the nation- 

The support section of the company has 
the sniper team , one VAB with a 20mm 
cannon as seen here, two MILAN AT mis¬ 
sile launchers , and two 81mm mortars. 



GAA SNIPER STOCK 

tub caa Sniper Stock provides tactical solutions to tlte operator's needs. 
A revolotfonary rear folding leg that locks at 0" 45" 6 80'. Posh button 
spring loaded extension leu. adjustable cheek piece, and rubber recoil pad. 


:smmandarni=.eoffl 


DE0T 


DloI 



al program of disarmament, demobili¬ 
zation and reintegration) died before it 
was to have been completed last June. 
This was disappointing, because on 1 
June the staff of both belligerent par¬ 
ties had agreed to the powers in the 
capital city of Yamoussoukro, to start 
the disarmament of the opposing par¬ 
ties, including militias. 

There are relatively few chances for 
fighting to restart in the zone de confi¬ 
ance monitored by UN under protec¬ 
tion of French troops. However, espe¬ 
cially in the South, the nuisance value 
of militias should not be underestimat¬ 
ed. Leaders of militias close to power 
know that their days will be numbered 
if peace and a stable central govern¬ 
ment return ~ and some have reason 
to worry about judicial proceedings 
against them for their past acts. 

So, playing on a policy of rumor¬ 
mongoring and disinformation, always 
effective in Africa, they have managed 
to stir up confusion in Abidjan and 
cause small incidents to escalate, 
blocking any chance of peace. Properly 
exploited, a simple ethnic fight can be 
enough to launch the country back 
into chaos. In 2006 when Operation 
Licorne began under Mandate N°12, 
the various players looked like this: 

The FDSCI 

Commanded by General Philippe 
Mangou, a hard but honest man close 
to power, the FDSCI (Forces de defense 
et de stcurite de la Cote d 1 Ivoire) for¬ 
merly FANCI (Force Armee de Cote d’ 
Ivoire) is organized into five groups: the 
West, Central-West, the South-West, 
the South, central-East, and East, each 
under the responsibility of a colonel or 
major. These groups are subject to the 
orders of Lieutenant Colonel Goury 
Gouede, theater commander. At the 
beginning of the crisis, the strength of 
6800 soldiers was distributed in three 
battalions of infantry, an armored 
battalion, a group of artillery, a para¬ 
trooper battalion, a battalion of marine 
commandos, an antiaircraft group and 
a company of engineers. In addition 
there was the police force, one of the 
“pillars” of the South and which would 
count 5000 to 6000 people. Hated by 
the rebels, many policemen falling into 
their hands were massacred. Before 
the conflict, the Presidential Guard 
counted 1000 people, of whom a num¬ 
ber joined the rebels. 

Before the current war, armor in- 
Continued on page 64 
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"Simply the best 
boots I ’ve ever worn 

Ernest Emerson 


TACTICAL 
"DESERT 
BOOTS 


bridgedale 
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Recon 3 
Steeping 
Bag 


0 Deg re?~lLL m 
system 

27 oz. total weight^ 
Zip off Mosquito ne 


Granite 
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EMERSON SOCFK 
SUPER SOCFK A 
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Enduro 

Compass Watch 


Enduro Reversed 
Compass Watch 


Free FPO/APOJilPS Freund shipping on I | ■] 

ill orders ever $ii ©ov’t and IMPAC '* / j -Jaw 

purchases welcome ■ sail for large ! J 

quantity discounts. (IIS) 188-2111 .y ‘ W* 

102 Western Blvd. Jacksonville, NC 28546'.- 
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= ?. THAILAND ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISTS ATTACK' 
SCHOOLS if the curriculum does not advance Islam. ECONOMY 
PROFITS from 9*11 as Thailand becomes the new playground 
for Saudis and rich Arabs since U.S. restricted visas for Middle 
Eastern citizens. Rich Arabs boost the economy. 


^ d. rnlLUrlnto MILITARY OFFENSIVE against 
terror group Abu Sayyaf takes out six gunmen. Subsequent 
military offensive failed, two soldiers killed and 17 wounded. 

4. NEW ZEAIANO merceries recruited tor 

understaffed Air Force and SAS, as military members join the 
Special Forces of Solomon Islands and Timor. 


U. LANAUA PRO-HEZBOLLAH RALLY attended by 
Bloc Ouebecois Leader Gilles Duceppe: DUCEPPE taken to task 
for demonstrating with the supporters of a terror organization 
outlawed in Canada. 

/= 6. CUBA THE INVISIBLE CHIEF, FIDEL, says crises 
is over and hosts leaders of the Non-Aligned Movement of 116 
developing nations: America-bashing is on the agenda. 



“ 7. COLOMBIA LATINO CAIN AND ABEL? DNA from 
skeleton dug uplrom grave confirmed to be that of Drug Lord 
Carlos Castano, father of the Paramilitary AUC for two decades. 
Paramilitary gunman confessed to murder in 2004. Castano’s 
older brother Vicente accused of ordering the hit for fear that 
his brother would spill the beans on his drug trafficking. CHILD 
SOLDIERS forced into FARC control. 


7 


>- 8. GOYANA TERRORISTS STORM NEWS 
AGENCY, killing six, as prisoners riot before general 
elections in the former Dutch and British colonies. 


so 
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11. SERBIA Two-ffl 

4JRAMIUM. PLUTONIUM; ingredients lor dirty bomb," stored 
vulnerable world’s most dangerous' nuclear site, leaving er 
access for terrorists. 


UlMI;\Lr-T!hB tiHilMUACIlVE 


NORTH KOREAN WEAPONS systems, 
including a mobile air defense system and missile launcher 
parts aboard ship heading for Syria, captured oiler alert from 
Interpol. 

— 13. SYRIA TERROR ATTACK by Islamic gunmen with 
grenades, automatic weapons dnd explosives-laden vehicles 


against U.S. Embassy foiled by 
one Syrian guard killed 


lofiicials. Americans unharmed, 


HEZBOLLAH WAR EXPOSES CHINESE 
C-802 cruise missiles in Hezbollah arsenal. Iranian jet with 
missile launcher and eight C-802 missiles forced to turn back 
jailer CIA warned Syria and Turkey that the "medical relief" 
plane that sought rights to fly over their airspace carried the 


IS 


co 


- 14. ISRAEL HEZBOLLAH 

IEF HASSEN NASRALLAH is more 
vable regarding the Second 
on War than Israel's Minister 
of Defense, according to survey by 
legit research group. 


. AFGHANISTAN NATO TAKES 

TROL of combat forces from United 
States for the first time in its history. EM¬ 
BATTLED PRESIDENT KARZAI asks Pakistan 
to help fight resurgence of Taliban and 
al-Qaeda as NATO mission (alters after five 
fears in country. DRUG-LORD-SUPPORTED 
Taliban chiefs pay recruits double or triple 
pays its troops. 


Ic IB.PAKISTAN TERRORISM 

PREVAILS as military pulls out of terrorist 
border with Afghanistan, giving 
effective control: 700 solders 
been killed since Pak military was 
deployed to border. DEJA VU - PAKI- 
TALIBAN rule "Talibanistan” with Islamic 
iron fist, barbers cannot shave beards, 
music is forbidden and TVs are banned. 
Women must always be escorted. INTER¬ 
SERVICES INTELLIGENCE (ISi) accused of 
supporting Paki-Taliban. 

— 17. SUDAN KILLING FIELDS 
UNPOLICED AS AFRICAN UNION withdraws 
and President Omar Hassan al-Bashir 
refuses 20,000 UN peacekeepers. SAVAGE 
THREE-YEAR WAR kills hundreds of thou¬ 
sands and creates two million refugees. 


18. SOUTH AFRICA anti¬ 


mercenary LAW forbids citizens from 
serving as soldiers under a foreign flag. 
Goal is lo protect democracies in Africa: 
700 SOUTH AFRICANS already serve in 
U.K. military and 4,000 serve in Iraq. 


ths; 


9. UNITED KINGDOM terror SCHOOL, JE 

ISLAMIYAH FAITH SCHOOL, uncovered training secret army. 

MI6 reveals that Continuity-IRA. Irish extremist group linked to 
Hezbollah and Iran's Revolutionary Guard, provides explosives, 
infrared triggering devices, and training. AL-QAEOAiafROPE 
HEAOflOARTEflS in U.K. says Scotland Yard. Most sophisti¬ 
cated terror manual" in U.K. history distributed to 2.OD0 sleeper 
agents, reports Joseph G2 Bulletin. RYANAIR SUES gov¬ 
ernment for S5.B million for overreacting and imposing tedious 
security measures after terror scare. 


HANDS WEAPON S CACHE, believed to 
Metadgroup ^^BAzzoi. including a 
Ion found in a cellar in the Hague, the cornerstone 
TOUP OPERATIVE Rachid Belcacem found 
lies believe he was poisoned. Belcacem aided Al 
r, Syrian founder of the group, fo escape. 
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KEL-TEC PLR-16 

5.56 mm Long Range Pistol 



The PLR-16 is a gas operated, semi-automatic pistol chambered 
in 5.56 mm NATO caliber It was designed as and is intended as a 
long-range target and hunting pistol. 

The PLR-16 has a conventional gas piston operation and utilizes 
the proven M-16 breech locking system. The rear sight is adjustable 
for windage . The front sight is of M-16 type. 

An integrated MIL-STD-1913 Picatinny rail will accept a multitude of 
standard accessories. The muzzle end of the barrel, is threaded 
1/2“ -28 to accept standard attachments such as a muzzle brake. 




KEL TEC CNC INDUSTRIES INC . 
PO BOX 216009 



Technical specifications 


Weight unloaded 
Length 
Igh: radius 
Barrel length 
Magazine 

MU aV- 


51 oz 
18 T 

*2,5* 

92' 

10 or 6 (optional) 
2600 fps (Ml93) 




Equipment for military* law-enforce ment 
and government agencies. 


or the latest technology in tactical equipment. 

s When a life rs on the line, you want 

■ the confidence of knowing you have 

the most reliable gear in the world- 
ijta- MBp'' Shadow Enterprises supplier the 

» -MT | most advanced military and tactical 

W I teams out there- If we don't carry it, 

% then well find it.' Pf we can't find it, 

A then it probably hasn’t been made. 
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LAR-15 PRO-SERIES 
GOVERNMENT RIFLE 


LAR-15 ELITE 
TACTICAL CAR A4 RIFLE 


SECOND BEST 

IS NEVER AN 

OPTION 


Rock River Arms - Custom Production Firearms. 

We start with the ultimate platform and then 
customize it for your needs.The price is right 
and the performance will deliver. 



1042 Cleveland Road • Colona, IL 61241 • (866) 980-ROCK (7625) 
shop online at www.rockriverarms.com 
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theater included five French AMX-13, 
seven ERC-90 Sagaie, 16 AML 60/90, 
16 Panhard M-3 and 16 VAB. There 
were a further 10 South-African Mam¬ 
bas, but a lot of this armored ordnance 
was destroyed during fights or is now 
non-operational due to the lack of 
maintenance or spare parts. At the 
beginning of the crisis, Angola offered 
a dozen T-55 tanks and BMP fighting 
vehicles, plus 23mm twin-barreled AA 
guns and 16 20mm guns, plus 60 Bo- 
fors 40mm guns. 

New deliveries of materiel from 
Eastern Europe have taken place but it 
is naturally difficult to obtain details. 
BTR-80 and especially BM-21 armored 
fighting vehicles have been seen and it 
is certain that the BM-21 is the object 
of an attentive surveillance by Licome. 
Since the destruction of the Ivorian 
Mi-24 and Sukhoi SU-25 aircraft by 
the French forces, aviation is reduced 
to an Mi-8 helicopter and to a presi¬ 
dential jet. 

It is likely that new materiel, in¬ 
cluding aircraft, was bought in 2005 
and stored in a nearby country to beat 
the embargo. 


The FAN 

The “former rebels” have in 
2004/2005 made great efforts to prove 
that the MPCI could govern conquered 
zones as a state, with functioning ad¬ 
ministrations and public services. 
Under General Soumaila Bakayoko’s 
command, the North of Ivory Coast 
under rebel control was organized in 
10 military districts commanded by a 
man who generally had been an NCO 
who was a leader at the beginning of 
the uprising. Some showed themselves 
brave in combat and gave evidence of 
certain military talents. Certain rebel 
leaders are also jealous of their privi¬ 
leges and have trouble accepting cen¬ 
tralized authority. Some rebel leaders 
are Moslem but not fundamentalist as 
in Nigeria and the “gri gri” (charms) 
remains an important factor (includ¬ 
ing to the government soldiers). 

Armed gangs from Liberia have 
tried to destabilize the Big West as 
they did in Sierra Leone, and also to 
loot natural resources. Their weapons 
with the exception of some 14.5mm 
heavy machine guns, comprise mor- 
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A young sharpshooter with a camouflaged FR-F2 
rifle: Each combat group has one such designated 
marksman. 



8x30 Military/Marine 

Try as they may, they can't elude you. Your eyes are too 
sharp, your focus too keen. 

No matter what environment, Steiner's Military/Marine 
binoculars go wherever you go. Mountain, desert, jungle. 
Cold, hot, dry, wet, it makes no difference. You get a deep, 
penetrating view even into the shadows and darkness. 

For extremely fast target i.d., Steiner's Sports Auto-Focus 
system works when seconds count. Once the focus is set, 
it never needs readjustment. 

Our eyes are your eyes. Steiner stands for the toughest 
sharpest, highest performance military optics. 


Military/Marine 

Precision lenses provide a wide field of view 
Extraordinary brightness penetrates into low light, 
Sports Auto-Focus picks up critical detail and 
movement through their extended range of field 
Available in 8x30,7x50, and 10x50. 

STEINERS 

GERMANY 

www.stei ner-binoculars.com 


97 Foster Road, Suite 5 WlDDro&tQMH, NJ 08057 (856)866-9191 (800)257-7742 FAX: (85B) 866-8815 EMAIL: intoEstein 0 r-bin 0 culars.com 

<$> 2006 Ffciirei Hretisrcli 
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[very Aimiininl sight has over 30 years of 
advanced electro-optical science hull! in. 
Science that has been halite tested fhim 
the Arctic to the tropics and everywhere 
in between. Place the dot on the target, 
squcRyn ItiR IrrggnT. and your job is done. 
Add an Aimpoint red dot sight to your 
weapon system and put our science 
tn Ihe lest. We’re ready when you sir. 
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tars (badly served) and RPG-7 rocket 
launchers, and quantities of light 
weapons mostly of soviet manufacture 
or recovered from FAN Cl. It is very 
difficult to judge the strength of rebel 
forces. With good NCOs, however, the 
rebel leaders know how to train their 
people. We observed the equivalent 
of two companies jogging through the 
city in two separate groups: The first 
apparently consisted of veterans, the 
other of the young recruits in training. 
There are two rebel armies, the troops 
who man checkpoints, who often have 
only a few rounds in their weapons, 


and the guards of the communications 
zone, who received better equipment. 

Militias 

They are doubtless one of the piv¬ 
otal players. Mobilizing with itchy 
trigger fingers, perfectly orchestrated, 
they were at the heart of confronta¬ 
tions with the Bangladeshi blue hel¬ 
mets, when these UN peacekeepers 
tried to disarm militias in the Depart¬ 
ment [state] of Guiglo. In Abidjan, the 
nuisance value of Ble Goude (Marshal 
of the Youngs) and its young “patriot 
people” should not be under estimat¬ 


ed. Stocks of light weapons and 4X4 
vehicles have been distributed to some 
militias. 

Local Press 

“The Frenchmen gas the patriots,” 
“36 French soldiers killed by the 
FANCI while they installed a radar to 
spy on the presidency,” “The French¬ 
men destroy fighter” (with a MiG-29 
photo confused with the Chasseurs 
of the 16 erne BC)... Such headlines 
are typical of what one will find on the 
front pages of much of the Ivory Coast 
press. Although certain daily news¬ 
papers are professional, many of the 
“blue newspapers” are characterized 
by their grotesque sensationalism and 
lack of factuality. It is inescapable that 
dailies such as Time or the defunct 
Friend of the People played no small 
part in fomenting the riots that peri¬ 
odically rock the capital. The African 
considers that “if the newspaper said 
it, it is true.” 

The French 11th Airborne Brigade 



Today’s French Army doesn’t have 
a rapid reaction force as it did during 
Continued on page 70 





#32™ Throw Lever® Adapter 
for harris type Bipod 488.00 


#38™ STD Swan Sleeve - Standard Length 

U.S. Potent # 5,142,806 4150.00 


#40™L Low Profile Rear Sight. 
This new rear sight is lower than 
the #40™ when folded down. 
Has miniaturized windage knob 
and new & unique dual aperture. 

4109.00 


ATLANTIC BEIIASCI 
MANIETII6 SYSTEMS, INC. 

230 Was! Center Siren • Wes! omoemter HA 02319 
15081584-7818 • Is* 15081588-8045 

www.armsmounts.com 
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Ml 6A1A2 Scope Mount 

459.95 


#19™S ACOG 

Single Throw Lever® Mount 
for Trijicon® Acog Optic 

4109.00 


#22™M68 COMP 

#22™M68 Aimpoirfl®Comp Throw Lever® 
Ring . Half & Full Spacers Available 

499.00 


#50™SC Slim Carbine Bi-Level S.LR.® 

Free Floating Selective Integrated Rail Systems® 
Please call for specific requirements. 

Many other models available 

S.I.R.® U.S. Patent 06,490,822B1 

S.I.R.® SYSTEMS STARTING AT 4369.00 
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5.11 Tactical Sedes 
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rot comply with the terms and conditions of this offer will be rejected and will not be returned. 5.11 
Tactical* is not responsible for lost, stolen, misdirected or undelivered mail, nor for misprints or 
typographical errors. Cash value 1/100t. 
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by Officer James J. Fotis (Ret.), Executive Director, LEAA 

Victory In California! 


LEAA has been aggressively work¬ 
ing to fight against gun control in the 
Golden State, and we’ve had two sig¬ 
nificant victories to be proud of. First 
there was the legal fight to overturn San 
Francisco’s Prop B, a citywide handgun 
ban that would have applied to all San 
Francisco residents, from law abiding 
citizens to law enforcement officers. 
The Judge presiding over the NRA and 
LEAA backed lawsuit noted that the 
measure was harmful to public safety, 
and by banning off-duty law enforce¬ 
ment officers from owning handguns, 
it violated the state’s pre-emption law 
against local gun control measures and 
should be overturned. 

Then LEAA scored another victory 
with the defeat of AB 352, a so-called 
“microstamping” law The bill, which 
could have only been sponsored by a 
legislator from Hollywood who had 
seen way too many movies, would have 
required all semi-automatic handguns 
sold in the state to be equipped with an 
as yet imaginary technology that would 
imprint the gun’s make, model and se¬ 
rial number onto a spent shell casing. 

LEAA argued strongly against the 
foolishness of this measure when it was 
first introduced in 2005. In the final 
days of this legislative session, when 
the bill quietly passed the California 
Senate and was on it’s way to the Assem¬ 
bly to be passed into law, we stepped up 
our efforts, educating legislators about 
the dangers of a bill that would have 
declared that every semi-automatic 
handgun currently used by California 
law enforcement to be “unsafe”. In the 
trial lawyers’ paradise of California, 
this would put police agencies across 
the state in significant legal jeopardy. 

The battles in California underscore 
LEAAs core belief, “gun control is not 
crime control.” Our mission is to make 
it clear that the agenda of the gun grab¬ 
bers is not just anti-gun, but anti-cop 
as well. But with this victory, it is no 
time to celebrate, only a reminder of 
how much harder we need to fight to 
preserve our liberty and safety. Two big 
threats to our rights and safety loom in 
the guise of wolves in sheep’s clothing. 

This fall’s Congressional elections 
will serve as a pivotal moment in the 
fight for our freedoms. Control of Con¬ 
gress is up for grabs, and a change in 
party control of less than 4% of the seats 


in Congress could send the ultra-lib¬ 
eral Nancy Pelosi of California into the 
Speaker’s Office. Across the country 1 , 
Democrats are seeking to gain control 
of the House by winning a few competi¬ 
tive seats with candidates running as 
mainstream moderates. However, wins 
by these Democratic “moderates” will 
benefit the most extreme and radical 
faction of the Democratic party 7 , under 
the leadership of Nancy Pelosi. 

The second wolf in sheeps cloth¬ 
ing comes from a new organization 
billed by the mainstream media as “a 
hunter and shooter’s alternative to the 
extremist NRA”. The newly conjured 
“American Hunters and Shooters Asso¬ 
ciation” is nothing more than the gun 
ban lobby’s latest attempt to use lies 
and deceit to rob law r abiding Ameri¬ 
cans of the right to keep and bear arms. 
The leadership of this so-called pro-gun 
group reads like a who’s who of die anti¬ 
gun establishment, from a former Brady 
Campaign hired gun to a Boston liberal 
who heads up a Massachusetts gun 
grabbing organization. Don’t be fooled 
by the camo-clad photo ops, the AHSA 
is a circular firing squad for shooters 
and hunters. ^ 

LEAA is a national non-profit as¬ 
sociation of over 75,000 members and 
supporters. Unlike other police-based 
groups LEAAs membership is open 
equally to law enforcement , crime vic¬ 
tims AND pro-law enforcement citizens 
who support the Second Amendment. 
For more information , or to join in the 
fight , please go to www.leaa.org 


BDUnriCED 

TECHnOLOGVinc. 


Mosin Nagai 
7.62X54R 
Monte Carlo 
Stock 


.303 Enfield: \ 
No. 1 MK III or ' 
N0.4MKI 
Monte Carlo Stock 


Mauser 98 Stock 
with Built-in 
Weaver Scope Rail 


Advanced Technology, Inc. 

Stocks and Accessories for 
Americas's most popular firearms. 


AK 
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Versailles, KY. 

I . Made in U.S.A* Lifetime Warranty' 
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Get EVERYTHING else at U.S. Cavalry. 

Boots • Holsters • Gloves • Hydration Systems • Multi-Tools 
Sunglasses & Goggles • Sights & Scopes • ACU/BDUs 
Knives • Tactical Vests • Lights • Elbow & Knee Pads 
Packs • MOLLE Pouches • Watches 
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Get the hottest brands: Blackhawk, Camelbak, Danner, Gerber, 
Revision, Safariland, Skydex, Spec-Ops, SureFire, Tactical Tailor, 
Trijicon, Under Armour, Wiley X, 5.11 Tactical and many more! 


Promo code: SOF102006 


Take 10% OFF 

any online order of $100 or more! 

Just enter the promo code at checkout 

to get your 10% Soldier of Fortune 

Discount! Offer expires Oct, 13, 2006, 
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"f^GUNSITE 


FOREIGN 

WEAPONS 

Foreign Weapons is a 5 day course designed for military 
and civilian personnel with a need to understand, or teach 
the application of weapons most often employed by forces 
outside the United States. The weapons include the AK-47 
rifle, Glock pistol, PKM machine gun, RPK, RPD, Krinkov, 
SVD rifle, RPG and the Makarov pistol. All weapons, 
ammunition and equipment are included. 

November 13-17, 2006 
February 19-23, 2007 
April 9-13, 2007 
October 15-19, 2007 

Other dates may be booked for law enforcement and military units. 

Gunsite Academy * 2900 W. Gunsite Road • Paulden, AZ. 86334 
928-636-4565 • www.gunsite.com 


the “Cold War.” With the formation 
of a professional volunteer Army, any 
unit can be designated to send forces 
to a threatened country. The system 
is based on a modular design and the 
troops needed are pulled from a reser¬ 
voir of forces comprised of the eight 
combat brigades of the Armee de Terre 
(land army). These brigades consist 
of two armored, two mechanized, two 
light armored, one marine, one moun¬ 
tain and one airborne. This later has, 
of course, the mission to be the first 
on site, due to its deployment by air. 

As all Infantrymen (the Armee de 
Terre units), the 11th Airborne Bri¬ 
gade works on a 16-month cycle divid¬ 
ed in four months, alert; four months, 
operational deployment; four months, 
reorganization; four months, opera¬ 
tional training. 

Today the eight Brigade units, with 
the exception of the 2nd REP, are 
based in the South West of France in 
the Toulouse area, which is a perfect 
departure base for world intervention. 
Recently the red berets have deployed 
to Chad, Ivory Coast, Congo and Af¬ 
ghanistan. 






WVfflMlWiHiliK 


Superior weapons adaptation tech nolo 

Modular Weapons System 


1 Lower Receiver 

22lr to .308 NATO 
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__ AR-15 / M16 / NI4 m — 
Upgrades for the 21st Century 


102 Cottage St. • Bangor, ME 04401 
(207) 945-5441 * MGl@adelphjj.n 13 t 
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Due to its defense agreements with 
the Republic of Gabon, two airborne 
infantry companies are permanently 
deployed in the country. From this 
strategic place they can intervene 
in less than 24 hours to any African 
country. Gabon offers the paras realis¬ 
tic operational conditions for training, 
especially with the Jungle Commando 
Training Center. 

It is from Gabon that the 2d Com¬ 
pany of the ler RCP (Regiment de 
Chasseurs Parachutistes) deployed to 
the Ivory Coast theatre in October 
2002. 

The lleme Brigade Parachutiste is 
organized as follows: 

• Brigade Headquarters 

• The 14emc CCTP (Compagnie de Com - 

mandement et de Transmission Parachut¬ 
iste) Airborne Command and signal 

Company 

• Four Airborne Infantry Regiments: 

• ler RCP (Regiment de Chasseurs 
Parachutistes) 

• 3eme RPIMa (Regiment Parachutiste 
dlnfanterie de Marine) 

• 8eme RPIMa 

• 2eme REP (Regiment Etranger de 
Parachutiste) - Foreign Legion Paras) 

Continued on page 74 
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SOLDI Hll OF FORTUNE 

SEND A SUBSCRIPTION 

TO YOUR FAVORITE WARRIOR 



V- " 

WT-ta CARBINE 


"TRUSTS* I L 


TACTICAL QUALITY FOR 
DEMANDING PROFESSIONALS 




< Sidesaddl 
•Oversiz 


BREACH MODEL (above* 

• Remington 8/1) Magnum 12 ge. 

3" Chamber with an 18' Cylinder 8or% Barrel 
» Breach Muzile * Pistol Grip 

arrier,4or6Rotindc?,KciV;| 
• Oversize Safety • Tacti-Kote (Black qr 0.D 1 
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littlio HWY. 62 WEST, STE. 3 • BEltltYVlLLE, Alt 726 
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SPECTER GEAR POUCHES, CARRIERS & SLINGS 

New designs — requested by military, law enforcement and contract security pros — continue to debut 
from Specter's U.S. factory. MOLLE/PALS pouches, chest carriers, thigh rigs and holsters are as diverse in number 
as the mission requirements they meet. All equipment is available in ACU universal camouflage, coyote, OD and 
black. Specter also makes legendary slings like the MOUT Sling. This simple — yet ingenious — single-point 
sling attaches to weapons behind the receiver. This means fast cross-shoulder transition. In primary to secondary 
weapon transitions, the primary hangs naturally offside and away from your secondary weapon. 


SPECTER GEAR, Dept. SOF 

1107 East Douglas Avenue / Visalia, CA 93292 
559-635-1172 / www.spectergear.com 


LEATHERMAN HUNTING KNIVES 


Leatherman Tool Group now has four robust and innovative hunting knives. 
These new fixed and folding models will offer bone saws (fixed models), gut hooks 
and premium stainless-steel blades. All models include a diamond- 

\ coated sharpening rod with fine-point work capabilities. As you would 
expect from the visionary who invented the multi-tool, there are too 
many features to list here. If you want more information we suggest 
going to the Leatherman website. 

Leatherman Tool Group, Dept. SOF 

\ 12106 NE Ainsworth Circle 
Portland, OR 97220 

800-847-8665 / www.leatherman.com 


DOUBLESTAR PATROL RIFLE 

"The design was derived from extensive inter¬ 
views with front line police officers," said Teresa 
Starnes, President of Doublestar. To meet the rugged requirements of the beat officer, this rifle is centered 
around a lightweight A-l configuration 1 in 9 twist barrel, mounted on a forged flat-top upper receiver. 
Although lightweight, this rifle is capable of MOA accuracy. A phantom flash hider, a useful tool for 
personnel control, is attached to the barrel. The YHM four-rail hand guards allow unlimited versatility 
for attaching flashlights, vertical grips and other tactical components. Three low-profile rail covers are 
standard. A GG&G flip up MAD rear sight, Hogue rubber pistol grip, and DSC six-position M4 buttstock are 
also standard. Various upgrades are available, such as a chrome-lined barrel, two-stage trigger, H buffer 
and bipod. (Also now available from AcuSport.) 

DOUBLESTAR, Dept. SOF / P.O. Box 430 / Winchester, KY 40391 

859-745-1757 / www.jtdistrubuting.com 


CAMPCO'S TRITIUM WATCHES - UZI® 


CampCo announces the latest in Tritium Technology with the Defender and Protector series of analog watches 
with the UZI brand. The Tritium H3 watches are equipped with a tritium light source from tiny, airtight vials sealed 
under high pressure that allow for easy reading in low-light to total darkness. No batteries, maintenance or servicing is ever needed and the safely sealed vials of 
tritium are resistant to water, oil and most corrosive materials. The Protector UZI-001-N and UZI-001 -R also feature the tritium self-illumination system that glows for 
more than 25 years. They feature a black dial, screw-down crown, rotating bezel and hardened mineral crystal with a high quality Swiss component movement. 

CAMPCO, Dept SOF / 4625 W. Jefferson Blvd. / Los Angeles, CA 90016 / 888-9CAMPCO / www.campco.com. 
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EMERALD ENIGMA BOOK 

When an American buyer of precious gems is murdered on the Caribbean island of Anguilla, his recent purchase of 
eleven million dollars in emeralds turns up missing. His killer then turns up on the bottom of the bay with an empty jewel 
pouch. Multistate Insurance hires Bret Lamplighter, a private detective, to help them retrieve the stolen gems before they 
have to pay out on the loss. All Bret has to do is to locate the emeralds.. .nothing else. Nothing, except for reliving all 
those bad things that happened the last time he was in the Caribbean — and which, oddly, seem to be happening oil over 
again. Nothing is as it appears, and intriguing plot twists keep the reader guessing throughout. The only thing that's certoin 
is a string of bad luck seems to follow the emeralds. For Bret Lamplighter, and onyone else who touches the stolen gems, 
green is the color of trouble: www.emeraldenigma.com . 


NEW BLACKHAWK® ANNUAL MAGAZINE 

BlackHowk Products Group's new annual magazine hits newsstands nationwide. Features include behind-the- 
scenes development of two of the most popular BlockHawk knives; M.O.D's Beshora XSF-1™ and BlackHawk! 
Blades™ Crucible, to training with Night-Ops' Gladius™ and Dynamic Entry's top-of-the-iine breaching tools. The 
battle proven HydraStorm® packs take to the White Mountains of New Hampshire ond prove that what works for 
the military, works for the outdoorsman. Boots to luggage to the highly successful SERPA holster, the magazine 
is jam-packed with stories and features from oround the globe. A special-section buyer's guide in the back of the 
magazine features all the BlackHawk brands to include Dynamic Entry®, BlackHawk Tactical®, Warrior Wear™, 
HellStorm®, M.O.D.®, BlockHawk! Law Enforcement™, CQC™, and HydraStorm. For more information on the 
BlackHawk magazine, log onto www.blackhawk.com/magalog07 or drop an email regarding what 
you want to see in upcoming issues to: magalog07@blackhawk.com . 



SPEC.-OPS./Best Made 
Designs, Dept SOF 

P.O. Box 475 / Monahans, TX 79756 
866-SPEC-OPS / http://www.spe- 
copsbrand.com 




SPEC.-OPS. LONESTAR SINGLE POINT SLING 

The LoneStar Rig is a "one-sling, one-size-fils-all" single-point sling 
designed for optimum retention and flexibility. The LoneStar Rig is ideally 
suited for tactical response situations. A law enforcement officer may only 
wear the rig for five to 10 minutes, but needs to be able to respond quickly 
and use his weapon in a number of different ways, from engagement at a distance 
to CQB (Close Quarters Battle) operation. This is accomplished with a "one size 
fits all" sling that fits just about everyone, and goes over just about everything, 
from civilian clothes to full riot gear. A dual Quick-Release allows an officer to 
release the weapon while still wearing the sling - for example while in a vehicle 
moving from position to position - or to ditch the entire sling and weapon in 
an emergency. A unique Center Balance Point design lets the wearer adjust the 
sling length rapidly to accommodate just about any shooting position. 


Taking PERFECTION To The Next Level 


CCF RaceFrames LLC introduces Stainless, Aluminum, and Titanium frames for Glocks®. Con¬ 
sidering the muzzle control advantage the Glocks'® low bore axis offers, CCF realized alloy frames 
would be an attractive option for the "steel is real" enthusiast. A new alloy frame also offered the 
opportunity to incorporate function & ergonomic improvements not achievable in polymer, includ¬ 
ing improving trigger reach. While the metal frames' rigidity transforms the trigger pull into a 
consistently crisp trigger, interchangeable rear grip inserts created the opportunity to offer a 1911 
grip angle option. CCF's focus will be the Law Enforcement market and Glock® owners looking for 
the tuning opportunities alloy frames offer. While the LE & Race market will prefer a Stainless Steel 
frame for greater muzzle control and recoil absorption, a lighter aluminum frame is offered for 
Concealed Carry, with Titanium offered as a compromise between carry and range weights. 

CAPITAL CITY FIREARMS, Dept SOF 

PO Box 29009, Richmond, VA 23242 

(Inti. 001) 804-740-4926/ www.ccfa.com X 
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IVORY COAST • Continued from page 71 



Each airborne infantry regiment 
has four combat companies, one sup¬ 
port company with recce, an antitank 
and mortar platoon, a command and 
logistics company, a base company, a 
training company, and a reserve com¬ 
pany. 

Each of these units are trained as 
airborne and cross-trained for the light 
armored role with the VAB (Vehicule 
de VAvcint Blinde), the French Armored 
Personnel Carrier. 

Basic Infantry weapons include 
FAMAS assault rifles, FR-F2 and PGM 
Hecate sniping rifles, Minimi (aka 
M249 SAW) light machine gun, AT-4 
disposable rocket launcher, LG1 light 
grenade launcher, long-barreled 81mm 
mortars, plus Eryx and Milan antitank 
missiles. 

There is one light armored regiment, 
the ler RHP (Regiment de HussardPar- 
achutiste - Hussars Paratrooper Rgt.) 
This famous regiment was created in 
1720, and is actually the armored fist 
of the brigade, with four squadrons in 
ERC-90 armored cars and one recce 
squadron with the VBL. 

There is one airborne artillery 



Kestrel‘4000 

Weather Tracker NV 


The only complete hand-held weather station, the 
Kestrel 4000 Weather Tracker NV tracks, logs and 
graphs every shot-related environmental condition. 
Fast, accurate, light and waterproof. 


Barometric Pressure 
Altitude 
Wind Speed 
Temperature 
Wind Chill 


Density Altitude 
Relative Humidity 
Dewpoint Temp 
Heat Stress Index 
Wet Bulb Temp 


Night Vision-Protecting Tactical Red Backlight. 
Rugged and Easy-to-use. 

Data Upload with Optional PC Interface. 
Made in the USA with a full Two-Year Warranty. 


kestrel@nkhome.com • www.nkhome.com • 800.784.4221 
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Hwest motors ports friction fighter™ 

Deigned for fast roplhg up to 60 feet with an assault pack. Features 
Nomex® and Kevlar® materials at critical spirits. All CamelBak gloves are 
form fitting with unparalleled dexterity^ 


CAMELBAK.COM 


CAMELBAK 


HYDROGUARD™ 

ANTI-MICROBIAL TECHNOLOGY 
Continuously inhibits bacterial 
growth on reservoir and tube 
surfaces. Embedded silver-ion 
compounds achieve fifty times 
the reduction over the 
competition. 


From the front line to the mean streets, CamelBak's rugged and dependable Maximum Gear™ products 
are demanded by military and law enforcement personnel worldwide. And with the addition of Southwest 
Motorsports gloves and Mystery Ranch large combat packs, Maximum Gear is a force to be reckoned with. 
For maximum performance and ' I maximum protection, there's only one choice: CamelBak. 
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regiment: the 35 eme RAP (Regiment 
dArtillerie Parachutiste - Airborne Ar¬ 
tillery Regiment) with four batteries of 
RF-1 155mm towed howitzers. These 
paras are also trained to use 120mm 
mortars, which can be air dropped or 
heliborne. 

There is one airborne engineer regi¬ 
ment: the 17eme RGP (Regiment de 
Genie Parachutiste - Airborne Engineer 
Rgt.) with four combat companies and 
one support company. 

The GCP (Groupe Commando Para¬ 
chutiste - Pathfinder): Each regiment 
has two teams of pathfinders. For cer¬ 
tain missions they can be grouped in a 
larger formation. Their main mission 
is of course to jump with HAHO or 
HALO techniques to prepare an air¬ 
borne operation. They are also used 
for recce and as a “coup de main” for 
the seizure of an African airport, 

With the 6000 red berets (every¬ 
body has a red beret except the 2nd 
REP who wear the green beret of the 
Legion) of lleme Brigade Parachutiste , 
the Armee de Terre has an excellent 
military tool for urgent operations. ^ 

Yves DeBay is editor and publisher of 
Assault Magazine. 
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“I Gave Up Weight Training to follow a 
top secret 15-minutes per day routine of 
bodyweight exercises and... 

I Got Into The Best Shape 
of My Life in Record 
Time ... You Can, Too” 

By Matt Furey 

Best-selling author of Combat Conditioning 


I was the total skeptic. Not only had I lifted weights and 
run long distance for years, but I had major success under my 
belt, including a world kung fu championship and a national 
collegiate wrestling dde. 

So I just didn’t want to believe what Karl, a 76-year old 
man told me abour exercising WITHOUT weights... and 
WITHOUT long-distance running. 

Most imponandy, I didn’t want to hear that a good exercise 
program only took a few minutes. Hate to admit it, but I was 
addicted to the “hard work or nothing” mentality and refused 
to believe you could get into the best shape of your life by doing 
LESS... nor more. 

Let me tell you, when I looked at this so-called “old mans” 
physique and watched him demonstrate his exercises, I could 
not look the other way. I had to check them out for myself, 
even if it meant saying, “Okay, I’ve wasted a lot of time doing 
it the wrong way.” 

What I discovered shocked me from head to toe! 

Before I met Karl I THOUGHT I was strong. I thought I 
was tough. But the exercises he gave me exploited every weak¬ 
ness that weights and running could not cover, In a matter of 
minutes, I knew Karl “had me.” 

So I gave up the weights and began a routine of bodyweight 
calisthenics called Combat Conditioning. Afterall, when a man 
of 76 can do things that a 36-year old cannot do, that tells you 
that “Yes, there’s gold in them there hills.” 

The exercises I learned had such a profound and dramatic 
effect on me, that for six years I have been introducing men and 
women of all ages and of all backgrounds to this extraordinary' 
program - and the results are shocking, awe-inspiring and 
PROOF that this system works, and works FAST. 

Who is Combat Conditioning for? 

It’s for the hard-working man or woman who often finds it 
difficult to squeeze in a quick workout. 

IPs for the traveling executive who sleeps in hotel rooms 
more than at home. 

IPs for those who have trained their whole lives on weights. 

IPs for athletes, martial artists and the military. 

And .. IT’S FOR the man or woman who hasn’t done a 
lick of exercise in decades. 

Even One Minute a Day Brings Results! 

Unlike other exercise program where you are told you 
MUST do 30 minutes or cardio per day and an hour of 
weights, to get results, Combat Conditioning is totally differ¬ 
ent, 15 minutes is all it takes to whoop the hard-core trainee. 
But for the total begums he or she can get results starting with 
ONLY one minute a day. And no, this is not a joke. 

Time is not the issue! 



Matt Furey 

won a national collegiate wrestling title in 
1985 and a world shuai-chtao kung fu 
championsliip in 1997. Fumy has a knack 
for taking the average and ordinary person 
and transforming him with his powerful pro¬ 
grams. Furey was inducted into the Edinboro 
University Athletic Hall of Fame in 1998 
and spends much time each year traveling 
throughout the wodd, searching for the very best information avail¬ 
able to his world-wide audience. His website, www.mattforey.com, 
is one of the finest in the world, giving valuable information that 


Forget all those workouts that take all day. With Combat 
Conditioning all that’s required is your own body and a 
tiny “get started NOW” decision to DO a little something 
each day. 

The key to your success is in the magical, transformative 
power of rhese exercises - not in your belief system about hard 
work. For roanv people, just one rep is all they can do at first, 
and they re shaking like a leaf on a windy day in Chicago. And 
so, thats all that person should do at first. Even if you think 
you’re not doing enough - the exercises work their magic any¬ 
way. Your body has it’s own intelligence and will work FOR 
YOU if you’ll simply get out of the way and let it. 

When you do, ptetty soon you’ll be the type of person who 
can do 2,4,8, 16,32, 64 or 128 repetitions and feel no fatigue. 
Instead of tiredness you’ll feel exhilaration and ENERGY. 
You’re building strength and endurance from the INSIDE- 
OUT. And believe me, once you can do more than a few reps, 
inches of unsightly fat and pounds of excess flab will fly off 
your body at break-neck speed. 

New Results from Forgotten Exercises 

Are the exercises in Combat Conditioning NEW? Well, not 
really. They go back about 5,000 years - but for die most part, 
they got lost in the shuffle when weights, gadgets and gyms 
came around. So although they aren’t NEW, they’re “New to 
YOU!” 

Before I learned these exercises, I read about the Great Gama 
of India, a wrestler who followed this program and was unbeat¬ 
en in 5,000 matches. I also read that the legendary Bruce Lee 
did these exercises, too. And we all know about Lee’s incredible 
martial arts skills. Then there was the All-Pro NFL running 
back. Hers hell Walker, who did bodyweight exercises each day. 
The list goes on and on. The key is in having a proven program 
with a track record, and Combat Conditioning is just that. 

Puts You into the Old Clothes You Dream of 
Wearing Again! 

The main reason why Combat Conditioning works is 
because it targets all the weak links in your body. And when all 
those weak links are given a little attention, your entire body 
gets stronger, foster, more powerful and more energetic. Spend 
time each day doing a few functional exercises and the payoff 
is HUGE. 

You get functional strength, 
endurance and flexibility - all 
at the same time. Not to men¬ 
tion seeing the excess inches 
flying off your body, making 
it easy for you to fit into the 
clothes you dream of wear¬ 
ing again. Stop dreaming. Scan 
DOING. And get results. 

12 Ways Combat 
Conditioning Will Change 
Your Life! 

Follow this program and 
your body is going to change 
big time. In fact. I’ve made a 
list of 12 of the most power¬ 
ful benefits that hundreds of 
thousands of others all over 
the world have gotten from the 
Combat Conditioning pro¬ 
gram. Lets take a look: 

© Gold Medal Publications, Inc. • www.mattfurey.com 


L Cranks up your metabolism so you bum excess 
body fat a lot, lot faster. This means fitting into the 
clothes you WANT to wear. 

2. Packs attractive and healthy functional muscles (not 
grotesque) onto your entire body 

3. Simultaneously doubles your strength and flexibility 
- and does so without needing separate workouts for 
each. 

4. Quadruples your endurance inside of 30 days. Never get 
tired again. 

5. Within a couple weeks, it often eliminates chronic 
back and shoulder pain from years of heavy squats, 
deadlifts and bench pressing - or other forms of abuse. 

6. Sleep like a log. Eight hours of deep sleep is no longer 
a goal. It’s automatic. As soon as you hit the rack you’re 
out like a light. 

7. Your self-confidence will have no bounds. Especially 
when you got compliments from people who hardly 
paid attention to you before. 

8. You can train anywhere. You don’t need more than a 
few square feet of carpet ot pavement and you’re all set. 
You don’t need equipment. Just your own bodyweight. 

9. You get a kick-butt workout done m 15 minutes or less. 

10. You’ll turn back the clock. Friends may tell you that you 
look 5-10 years younger. 

11. You’ll have an explosive type of strength that weights 
cannot give you. Your every movement will be lively 
and full of vigor. 

12. Your muscles will be pliable and powerful, like a tiger’s. 

Here’s How to Order 

Combat Conditioning. Functional Exercises for Fitness 
has 48 super effective bodyweight exercises along with seven 
different programs that will get you into kick-butt shape (use. 
Order NOW and you’ll receive 3 free Special Reports on how to 
eliminate knee, back and shoulder pain. Your total investment 
in this no-nonsense book is only $29.95 plus $6 S&H U.S. 
(foreign orders add $12). Order online atwww.mattfurey.com. 

Or pick up the phone tight now and call 1 813 994 8267 
to order. You can also send a money order to Matt Furey 
Enterprises, Inc., 10339 Birdwatch Drive, Tampa, FL, 33647. 


Q Yes. Please Send Me Combat Conditioning: Functional Exercises for Fitness for only 
$29.95 plus $6 S&H ($12 foreign S&H), and if I’m one of the first 25 to order, 1 will also 
receive 3 Special Reports on eliminating knee, back and shoulder pain. 

Name: _ 


Address: 

City State 

Zip 

Country: Phone: 

Email: 

□ Money Order drawn from a U.S. bank 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ Amex 


Card No: 



Exp:_ Signature:__ 

Make Check/Money Order Payable to: 

Matt Furey Enterprises, Inc. 

10339 Birdwatch Dr., Tampa, Florida 33647, USA 

(813) 994-8267 • www.mattfurey.com 
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"Don't waste your money 
on any other bag." ■ n%y 


WIGGY'S 1986 TO ETERNITY 



When I first started making the Wiggy's bags I stated 'TO BUY ANY OTHER BAG WOULD BE A WASTE OF 
MONEY!" That was in 1986 and today I am more convinced thon ever of the truth of that statement. 

What other bag has as accurate a temperature rating? 

What other bag is totally unaffected by woter? 

What other bag can be laundered an infinite number of times in your home washing machine? 

What other bag can be stored in its stuff sack for storage? 

What other bag has an insulation that is guaranteed never to go flat? 

The onswer to oil of these questions is, "None. Only Wiggy's." 

My motto is, has been, and always will be, "SIMPLY THE BEST." 


2482 Industrial Boulevord, Grand Junction, CO 81503 
8225 Old Seword Highway, Suite A, Anchorage, AK 99518,907*336-133ff 

1-866-411-6465 • www.wiggys.tom 
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Tactical Supply, 


GRIP POD 

VERTICAL FORE-GRIP 
WITH INSTANT BIPOD! 



NSN: 1005-01-541-1772 

On GSA Contract GS-07F-0259N 


www.ustacticalsupply.com 


541 - 928-8645 

U.S. Tactical Supply, Inc. 

2786 Three Lakes Rd 
Albany, Oregon 97322 



r.irtiri Wiifey! 


FEATURES 


Powerful 4.5" Size 
100% Stainless Steel 
Outside-Access Blades 
All-Locking BIjiJbe 
Bind a Exchanger 


( 800 ) 847-8665 


* 4 ) LEATHERMAN 


Now you're ready. 
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to point down range, just before the 
operator shut it down. 

As I walked down the line to the 
robot, I saw that Reed Knight was not 
a happy man. I stopped, shook Reed’s 
hand and told him I would have never 
thought he could move that fast. He 
laughed. Everybody was greatly re¬ 
lieved. 

I believe that the presence of the 
huge crowd between the operator and 
the robot may have interfered with the 
electronic commands, especially with 
a number of video cameras running. 
When I spoke with Sgt. Holland about 
it, he said that all he could think of 
was “open bolt gun,” and tried to pull 
back the cocking handle, but could not 
get at it, because of the apparatus sur¬ 
rounding the gun, so he went for the 
gun’s barrel. Thus, while others closer 
to the robot stood frozen in disbelief, 
Sgt. Holland acted to save the day. 
Now you know why they call them 
“Special” Forces. K 

WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: Any content in this publication, 
including technical data, reports of any activities, information, 
events and circumstances under controlled situations and un¬ 
der supervised control have not been tested nor approved nor 
were under the control of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. Reports 
are transmitted from independent sources to which SOF has no 
obligation nor control. The data is transmitted for reporting events 
by the author. Soldier of Fortune Magazine, its agents, officers, 
consultants nor any other individual or entity reject any and all 
responsibility for any reporting in this publication. Any reports in 
this publication do not provide detail for comprehensive safety 
techniques, training techniques, training precautions that are 
absolutely essential for any covered or similar activity. The reader 
MUST not attempt any reported activity, technique or use of equip¬ 
ment based upon any reports In this publication. Comprehensive 
training, guidance and supervision is always necessary when 
engaging in any activity of which any report in this publication 
mentions or gives any reference to. 


Johnston put the prototype Taurus Tactical .45 ACP pistol through a 
few drills in New Mexico. Accuracy was good, as was the trigger pull 
(wwW. taurususa. com). 


NDIA TESTING • Continued from page 42 

Revolt of the Cyborgs 

Finally, with my camera turned off 
and hanging from my neck, I listened as 
the robot’s introduction was made over 
the loudspeaker, by the man in charge. 
Over his head-set to the loud speaker, 
the man then instructed the operator 
(whom he could not see) to move the 
robot forward slowly just as he had 
done many times earlier. However, to 
the horror of all present, instead of go¬ 
ing forward, only the right track of the 
machine moved, causing it to begin a 
slow counterclockwise circle. 

The operator yelled over the loud 
speaker to stop the robot, but the 
crowd had already started screaming 
and running. The operator may have 
been confused, or not heard him, as 
the robot continued out of control. 
From the other end of the line, about 
five seconds into the fiasco, I saw the 
M240’s muzzle approach 9 o’clock only 
a few degrees from sweeping me. It 
was at this point that I also saw Sgt. 
Holland go into action, running at the 
gun from several yards away. 


Now, let me point out that during 
the practice set-up that morning, I 
became aware that there was a strict 
sequence for firing the robot’s M240 
LMG. After moving back and forth, 
it went something like “stop,” “arm,” 
“traverse,” and “fire.” Whatever the 
order of events, the gun could not fire 
until the electrical circuit was remotely 
armed to operate the solenoid. Thus, 
although I was nervous, I did not be¬ 
lieve the gun was yet armed. However, 
such wasn’t the case with crowd who 
was now running and tripping over 
each other, but there was no place to 

go- 

As the muzzle passed me I concen¬ 
trated on Sgt. Holland who was now on 
the gun. Later I would jokingly tell him 
that he looked like a “bulldogger” at a 
rodeo trying to take down a steer. By 
this time the man was screaming over 
the loudspeaker to “KILL IT!” 

For a split second, Sgt. Holland ap¬ 
peared to concentrate on the rear of 
the gun, but then jumped to its left 
side, grabbed the barrel of the M240 
and gave it all he had like an offensive 
lineman to push the robot back around 


Johnston test fires the new 6x35mm KAC/PDW. With this gun, Reed Knight has truly capi¬ 
talized the word “DEFENSE” in Personal Defense Weapon ( www. knightarmco. cod). 
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by Lt. Col. Oliver North, USMC (Ret.) 


Oliver North is host of “War Stories” on the Fox News Channel. The opinions expressed 
below are his own and do not represent the views of Fox News amZ/orSoldier Of Fortune. 


Save The Battlewagons 


WASHINGTON, D.C. - On Dec. 
4, 1983, 28 aircraft from the USS 
Independence Carrier Battle Group 
attacked Hezbollah and Syrian anti¬ 
aircraft positions in Lebanon’s Bekaa 
Valley. Two U.S. Navy A-7s were lost 
on the mission and a third aircraft 
was damaged. One of the downed pi¬ 
lots died of wounds in captivity and 
the other, Lt. Robert Goodman, was 
taken prisoner and paraded before the 
cameras. Though Lt. Goodman was 
eventually released, the U.S. Navy had 
learned a hard lesson. 

Ten days later, U.S. reconnais¬ 
sance flights were fired on again -- hut 
this time the response was different. 
Instead of launching air strikes, the 
battleship USS New Jersey opened 
fire - and with just 11 2,700-pound, 
16-inch rounds, silenced the anti-air¬ 
craft sites. This feat was repeated on 
Feb. 8, 1984, when Syrian artillery 
opened fire on Chiistian West Beirut 
- inflicting heavy civilian casualties. 
Less than two hours of fire from the 
New Jersey’s 16-inch guns eliminated 
the Syrian artillery threat. It wouldn’t 
be the last time the World War II-era 
“battlewagons” would serve our na¬ 
tional interests. 

During the 1981-1988 Iran-Iraq 
War, the Ayatollahs running Tehran 
decided the best way to influence the 
outcome of the conflict was to attack 
Western oil tankers transiting the Per¬ 
sian Gulf - through which passes 20 
percent of the world’s oil. The United 
States responded by beefing up the 
5th Fleet - and deploying the USS 
Iowa. The battleship’s captain, Larry 
Sequist, described the effectiveness 
of the 45,000-ton armored behemoth: 
“When we would sail the Iowa down 
the Strait of Hormuz, all southern Iran 
would go quiet. Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards were steaming around in boats 
with rockets, shooting at ships. When 
we arrived, all of that stuff stopped.” 

When Saddam invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990, the battleship Wiscon¬ 
sin was among the first capital ships to 
arrive in the Persian Gulf. By the time 
Operation Desert Storm concluded on 
Feb. 28, 1991, the Wisconsin and her 
sister battleship, USS Missouri, had 
delivered more than 1 million pounds 


of ordnance on the enemy from their 
16-inch guns, Tomahawk TLAM-C 
cruise missiles and 5-inch gun batter¬ 
ies. Fire from the battleships was so 
overwhelming that an Iraqi garrison 
actually surrendered to one of the 
USS Wisconsin’s unmanned aerial ve¬ 
hicles. 

Despite the effectiveness of the 
vessels in modern warfare - and pleas 
from the U.S. Marine Corps to retain 
them for Naval Surface Gunfire Sup¬ 
port -- two of the four battleships, the 
New Jersey and the Missouri, were de¬ 
commissioned and turned into floating 
museums. Until now, however, Con¬ 
gress has insisted that the Wisconsin 
and Iowa be maintained in “a state of 
readiness” for “rapid reactivation” in 
the “event of a national emergency.” 

But all that may be about to change. 
A House-Senate Conference Com¬ 
mittee is now considering lifting the 
requirement that the last two “heavy 
gun” ships in the allied arsenal be 
kept ready for action. Apparently the 
lessons of recent history have been 
lost on the administration - and per¬ 
haps even in the corridors of Congress 
- despite new threats from Iran to ac¬ 
quire nuclear weapons and interfere 
with shipping in the Persian Gulf. 

Recently, Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard naval craft attacked a Roma¬ 
nian oil rig, assaulted the offshore 
platform and briefly took the crew 
hostage before evicting them. And as 
President Bush was preparing to re¬ 
mind the world of the threat posed by 
Tehran, Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad told a cheering crowd 
of supporters that “Iran has the abil¬ 
ity to control the flow of oil the world 
needs.” 

Given the Jihad being waged against 
the West in much of the Islamic litto¬ 
ral, Iranian “saber rattling” and the 
lack of any replacement for the well- 
protected firepower of the Wisconsin 
and Iowa, turning them into floating 
museums now seems foolhardy. Yet, 
according to the green-eyeshade pro¬ 
curement wizards at the Pentagon, 
the two remaining battleships are too 
old, too expensive to operate and too 
costly in crew size to be deployed. 

Instead of keeping the heavily-ar- 



Sgt. Dorse IB. Boyer, right, with 01 lie North, during 
North's recent trip to Iraq. Boyer, assigned to 2f2 
Brigade Combat Team, hails from Coshocton, OH. 

mored battlewagons maintained and 
ready, the brass at the five-sided puz¬ 
zle palace and big spenders on Capi¬ 
tol Hill want the Marines to bide their 
time until 2012, when the Navy says it 
will deploy seven new DDG-1000 class 
destroyers - at $3.3 billion apiece. 
These slower, thin-skinned vessels are 
to be equipped with an unproven Ad¬ 
vanced Gun System designed to fire 
rounds weighing only 63 pounds but 
costing nearly $100,000 each. Even if 
the new ships eventually perform as 
advertised by their promoters, that’s 
scant solace to the soldier or Marine 
who needs naval gunfire support at 
any point during the next six years. 

People in Washington who ought to 
know better -- like Sen. John Warner, R- 
Va., the chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee - have turned a 
deaf ear to the plight of the Marines. 
Thankfully, a handful of stalwarts led 
by Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, R-Md., have 
taken up the cause of preserving the 
Wisconsin and Iowa as mobilization 
assets. He believes that keeping the 
battlewagons ready to fight will save 
American lives. He’s right. ^ 

To find out more about Oliver North , and 
read features by other Creators Syndicate 
writers and cartoonists , visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.creators.com. 

Copyright 2006 Creators Syndicate, Inc. 
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